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A note from the Editor

2
I019 has got off to a fast 
start and it is March 
already with Spring and 

a shift in the seasons just 
around the corner. 

I wonder if there is also 
a shift happening in a 
Spiritual sense around 
the globe. An awakening, 
a sense of urgency and 
realisation that time is 
precious. We are living in 
days of extreme where 
there is a hunger among 
God’s people for truth 
and where things that 
we never thought would 
be considered ok are 
now being normalised 
in our “PC” world were 
everyone is entitled to their 
opinion.  World events and 
political craziness have 
many wondering what 
is this world coming to? 
A statement often heard 
when people read or 
watch news channels with 
a bewildered expression. 
People are searching and 
seeking for answers. 

In this edition we have 
tried to focus on what God 
is saying. God speaks. In 

different ways to different 
people and I personally 
love to listen and lean in to 
His whisper.  I wonder what 
God is saying to you?  We 
can easily think God only 
speaks to the Church, or to 
chosen or special people. 
But I believe God speaks 
to everyone of us, each 
of us have a responsibility 
to carry His message of 
love, truth and hope to a 
confused world, we need to 
seek His ways, listen closely 
about how He wants us 
to deliver it. Imagine if we 
truly understood that the 
Creator Himself wanted to 
download some heavenly 
ideas to us.  When we are 
struggling to come up with 
a solution, we just need 
to ask God and listen.  He 
formed the earth with His 
words and man from dust 
– there is no limits to what 
He can do.  Our problem is 
often that we aren’t willing 
to listen.

Listening is a skill that 
needs developed if we 
want to see God move in 
our lives, our churches, our 
movement and our land. 

Listening to what God 
is asking of you and 
responding in obedience 
despite the absurdity of the 
task.  Saying yes even when 
our head doesn’t quite 
understand but everything 
in our heart does.  Putting 
our brave on and doing it 
scared or giving everything, 
we have and counting the 
true cost of following Jesus. 

What could the remainder 
of this year look like for 
you?  Forget resolutions, 
fad diets or crazy exercise 
regimes – get some time 
alone with Jesus, commit to 
reading your Bible through 
this year, pray, worship, 
fast, listen and lean in … 
what is God saying to you? 

Listen for God’s voice 
in everything you do, 
everywhere you go; he’s 
the one who will keep you 
on track. Proverbs 3:6 (The 
Message) 

AdvAnCe

hat happens when Pastors get 
together? Community. That’s 
what happens. 

Each year I come to Advance 
as a pastor, I come to be 
part of it. To be part of a 
community and know I’m not 
alone. I get encouragement 
from being able to relate with 
the other guys all gathered 
there who have had similar 
experiences or draw upon 
their encouragement for 
situations I come face to face 
with in ministry. So I approach 
this couple of days at Advance 
as an opportunity to refocus 
and recharge.  

Leon Evans was our guest 
speaker in the main sessions 
and he brought out and 
unpacked a lot to say in the 
role of leadership and how 

w

Darren McwIllIaMs 

we can become 
more effective in 
our leadership.  
At one point he 
made a statement 
that resonated 
with me, that was  
“Isolation leads 
to death”.  It is so 
easy when it gets 
a little hard to 
pull back a little 
and not commit, however 
it is in those moments we 
need each other, we need 
good positive voices around 
us that spur us and keep us 
alive.

I love seeing 
everyone pull 
together, serve 
one another and 
support each 
other. We had a 
great opportunity 
to bless the 
work in Elim in 
Ireland by giving 
towards two 
church plants. 

We want to see God do 
great things and as Pastors 
we put our money in and our 
commitments towards that 
ministry believing for lives to 
be impacted by the gospel. el

I love seeIng 
everyone pull 

together, serve 
one another anD 

support each 
other.
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Gareth Carrothers was inducted into Enniskillen Elim on Friday 
11 January 2019 as Assistant Pastor. It was so encouraging to 

see so many friends and family join to support and celebrate with 
Gareth and Charlotte as they begin this new chapter in ministry.

As a church community we are so grateful to God for all that this 
young couple have already achieved, and we look forward with 
great expectation to the amazing things God will do through them 
in the future. el

gareth carrothers
enniskillen 

ReCent 
induCtions

Paul Prentice was inducted 
into Newtownards Road Elim 

on Friday 18 January 2019 as 
the Lead Pastor. Many family 
and friends joined Paul and 
Esther to celebrate the occasion 
and support them both in the 
new season ahead.

The church expressed their 
thankfulness to the couple for 
all they have already achieved 
in their time with them and 
look forward to greater days 
ahead.  el

paul prentIce
newtownARds RoAd

sunday 4 November was a great day, as 
the church family at Ards Elim had the 

wonderful privilege of welcoming a lovely 
couple into the church.

Pastor Tim Whan, and his fiancée Faith were 
received with open arms as Tim took on 
the role of Assistant Pastor in the church. 
The Irish Superintendent Pastor Edwin 
Michael conducted the induction and shared 
faithfully from the Word of God. Elder 
Gary Armstrong officially welcomed Tim 
and Faith on behalf of the church and Tim 
replied by sharing what God had put on his 
heart.  It was such a blessed evening to see 
the church full of Tim and Faith’s family and 
friends who came to celebrate the beginning 
of his ministry here. The ladies of the church 
once again put together a great supper for 
all those who attended. The church family 
is excited for the days ahead as they pray 
for Pastor Tim and Faith and will encourage 
them as they begin ministry together. el

MInIster In traInIng
ARds elim
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t
he Kickstart Missional Bootcamp will run 
Mon 27th May - Mon 3rd June & will be a 
one week residential training designed 

to inspire, train and equip believers to live 
with a passionate commitment for building 
Kingdom culture in their family, vocational and 
community lives. 

The week will be filled with a variety 
of devotions, worship sessions, 
missional workshops, evangelism training, 
team building, experience in live Church 
Plants, helping run community fun 
days, street evangelism and so much more. It 
is sure to be an unforgettable experience and 
a time of growth and deep revelation in self-
awareness.
 
Small teams (only those who wish to) will 
then GO on a two day (one night) mission 
trip across Ireland to an arranged destination. 
They will travel on public transport without 

money, smartphone (basic phone will allowed 
for emergencies) and with no booked 
accommodation. 
 
We believe that this adventure will help believers 
to step into devoted lifestyles that are driven 
by a willingness to sacrifice for, commit to, and 
engage daily in Christ’s purposes on Earth.
 
So why not consider giving a week of your life to 
a Holy Spirit adventure!
 
For more info get in touch: 
info@newgroundireland.com
 
#ItsTime  #ExpeditionaryLearning 
#JoinTheAdventure. el

t
hese Breakfasts were intended to raise 
awareness of the need of pioneering 
ministry in Ireland and to raise prayerful 

support as New Ground Ireland (NGI) began to 
play its role in this. Many of the breakfasts were 
well attended and all support was treasured as 
we, and some of our team members, planned 
to step out in faith in January. Throughout the 
journey toward establishing NGI, even in the 
extremely difficult step of leaving Hope Central 
in Omagh, it has been so clear that God is doing 
a ‘New Thing’ in Ireland. As we shared NGI’s 
vision and some of the early experiences in 
these various locations it was special to hear 
people chat about how they felt compelled to 
help and from those chats people have now 
started to volunteer in various roles.

All in all, we’ve been humbled by what God has 
begun to do and are very excited about all He 
has in store in 2019. Please continue to pray for 
our teams in Ballycastle as we prepare to begin 
The Glens Fellowship on Sunday mornings in 
April and as we prayerfully prepare to launch 

missional/incarnational communities across 
the Glens. Pray also for the ongoing work of 
Donegal Christian Communities in various towns 
in Co Donegal. We’ve certainly met a challenge, 
having no previous contacts who live there, but 
after spending time in Ballyshannon we’ve had 
the privilege of connecting with a few great 
folks and leading two of them to Jesus. Pray also 
as we begin to make progress in Longford, Co. 
Longford. Although we’re at a very early stage 
we believe God has a plan to ignite a move of 
his Spirit throughout Longford county 

Your ongoing prayerful support is treasured. el
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ngI BreakFasts

get In touch

For more info follow us on social media, 
check out our websit, or contact us.

info@newgroundireland.com

www.newgroundireland.com
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t
here are some moments that are 
impressed into the wax of our 
lives with the force of the strong 
and firm hand of God’s seal of 

challenge. Two encounters in Glasgow 
twelve years ago combined to create 
such a moment – an ‘epiphany’ for me. 
They have become part of the warp and 
the weft of what I sense God is saying 
to His People in our generation.

Two prophetic moments

A man in need
At the time, I was leading an 
international Christian charity committed 
to helping churches meet the needs of 
the poor and the excluded. I was on my 
way to a meeting with a local church 
leader in a deprived area of Glasgow to 
discuss ways in which I might help him 
to connect with other churches that 
were seeking to serve the poor (78 of 
the 84 highest areas of poverty and 
deprivation in Scotland were in Glasgow 
at that time, and churches were a lifeline 
to those on the fringes of society). I 
was late for the meeting and to make 
matters worse, was lost – a habit not 

unusual for me as I have a hopeless 
sense of direction. I rang the pastor to 
let him know the situation and to get 
new directions to where his church was 
and no sooner had I finished my call 
when I saw a man approach me from a 
side street. He was clearly the worse for 
wear, and I decided, in a self-righteous 
kind of way, that I would explain that 
I had no time to stop and chat, that I 
would normally love to help him but that 
it wasn’t possible (after all, I was seeking 
to help churches serve the poor!) 

The man approached me, I made my 
excuses and explained that I didn’t have 
time to chat, would normally buy him 
a coffee etc, but would not give him 
money. To my astonishment, he looked 
me straight in the eye and said – you 
remember these kinds of conversations 
because they don’t happen often, ‘I 
don’t want your money or a sandwich, I 
want you to tell me about Jesus’. 

The writing’s on the…ground
Ten or fifteen minutes later, and now 
very late for the meeting, I continued on 
my way. I walked down to a pedestrian 
crossing, went over a dual carriageway 

MalcoM Duncan

10 11elIM lIFe 2019 / Issue 1



opportunity

12 13elIM lIFe 2019 / Issue 1

sara allen

and headed back up the other side of the road 
to the church building. There, in front of me, 
written on the pavement, in large black letters 
someone had written (perhaps the man I had 
spoken to earlier, but I don’t know) ‘I miss being 
close to God’.

God prophetically confronted me through these 
two events and made me realise that I had 
allowed my faith and my passion to become 
professionalised – I have been determined not 
to make that mistake again ever since. I am not 
sure I always get that right, but I do want to. 

let god out of the box
Too often I box God into my little world of 
services and sermons. I domesticate Him 
and turn the Lion of Judah into the Kitten of 
Respectability. I take the call to be prophetic 
(which is very strongly the call to speak out the 
heart and mind of God but occasionally also 
means the gift of specific  prediction)– and 
professionalise it away, or even worse, I turn 
it into facile and pathetic whimpers about 
inconsequential issues. 

My encounter in Glasgow reminded me that 
to be a follower of Jesus is a constant, whole-
life call. If the Good News does not mean 
something to the man who wrote those heart-

breaking words on the pavement or the man 
who stopped me in the street, then it really isn’t 
Good News, is it? If I think my call is to lock 
myself away in a little Christian ghetto and hide 
from the world, occasionally lifting my head 
to utter platitudes to an already comfortable 
congregation, then I have missed the calling to 
Christian ministry and service.

If, however, and it is a big ‘if’ I understand that 
God has called me to be His hands, feet, heart, 
voice and servant in every single area of my 
life – to speak out for those who cannot speak 
for themselves (Proverbs 31); to be clear in my 
commitment to serve the broken and the poor 
(Isaiah 58; Matthew 25; James 2); to challenge 
injustice and unrighteousness both within and 
out-with the Church (Amos 5; Micah 6) and to 
speak out the Good News that ‘Jesus is Lord!’ 
(Acts 2; Romans 10) then the world becomes 
my mission field. No-one is excluded from 
my call to serve others with the love of God 
(Matthew 22) and I understand that my calling is 
not simply to get more people to a service on a 
Sunday, or signed up to the latest project, but to 
change the world, to see my community and my 
neighbourhood transformed. 

To do that, we need to let God out of the box 
– and the box might be our own attitudes – our 
even our own churches. el

too oFten I Box goD Into My lIttle worlD oF servIces anD 
serMons. I DoMestIcate hIM anD turn the lIon oF JuDah Into 
the kItten oF respectaBIlIty. I take the call to Be prophetIc 
anD proFessIonalIse It away, or even worse, I turn It Into 

FacIle anD pathetIc whIMpers aBout InconsequentIal Issues.

obstacle

very day we are faced with 
situations which allow us 
the option to chose how we 

respond.  I wonder if how we 
view the situation determines the 
destination, we reach more than we 
recognise in the moment. 
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It has often been said that if we were to live life 
from the hindsight position, we may do things 
differently.  If we had understood at school the 
value of those long summer holidays maybe, we 
wouldn’t have complained about being bored!  
If we had recognised the opportunity to serve 
at that church event could have allowed us to 
experience the value of being part of a team 
maybe, we wouldn’t have been quick to say no?  
The list could be long or short but no doubt, 
but we all have those moments, our moments 
that we reflect on and wonder what would’ve 
happened if we had given a different answer or 
chosen to do something differently. 

Culture would tell us that we need to attach 
a regret label to those moment, define them 
or even ourselves as failures, but if we looked 
at those moments as opportunities to learn 
something more. 

Hebrews 11 is a great challenge and reminder 
that we are called to live this life with faith.  

Each of the 
names mentioned in 
that chapter never gave 
up.  Despite the setbacks, the 
challenges, the unexpected situations they kept 
on going. When they faced persecution, when 
they failed, when they didn’t fully understand 
they remained steadfast and diligent in their 
pursuit of God. 

How?
“These heroes all died still clinging to their faith, 
not even receiving all that had been promised 
them. But they saw beyond the horizon the 
fulfilment of their promises and gladly embraced 
it from afar. They all lived their lives on earth as 
those who belonged to another realm” Hebrews 
11:13 (TPT)

These influential heroes of faith lived as people 
who didn’t belong here.

We try so hard to just fit in, make life easy for 

ourselves and those around us.  As 
people who don’t belong to this 
world it should never be that way.  
We are not meant to appear alien 

like, rude or offensive but if we are 
struggling in our choices because we 

appear to be going against the 
“norm” then that could 

be a good thing!   Of 
course, we are to 

always be loving, kind, 
compassionate, generous examples 

of Christ on this earth but we may not 
always be “liked” for the choices we 
make.  We are to be carriers of a message 
of love and hope but we shouldn’t always 
expect to be liked for doing so. 

These heroes died still clinging to 
their faith, not receiving all that had 
been promised. In our instant world 
of everything immediately that is a 
challenge for some.  We don’t always 
understand the value of longevity, 
commitment or endurance.  God’s ways 
are not ours and cultural thinking of time 
has crept into the church where we want 
everything yesterday and forget there is 
a God who created time itself who is in 
complete control. 

Some moments are defining. We look 
back on them and recognise that 
although we didn’t fully comprehend 
their significance at the time, they are 
etched somewhere deep in the memory 
banks, or in the deep places of our soul.  
These moments can often be recalled 

because of the pain or the joy associated 
with them.  They can also often be linked 
with a decision. 

I wonder if the heroes of faith mentioned 
in Hebrews 11 recognised those 
moments in their lives.  I wonder if 
they used them as lessons to make the 
decision to view future moments as 
opportunities rather than obstacles and 
that is why we are still re-telling and 
learning from their stories today?

I wonder if we could learn those lessons 
again in our lives how different they may 
be? 

Never give up on what God has promised 
you. Chose to live with eyes of faith 
and believe that God is with you.  In 
the moment, in the mundane, see 
the opportunity and not the obstacle. 
Although you cannot see the ending 
God has it under control and what His 
word assures us that what He begins 
He completes.  Don’t get side tacked or 
set back, don’t get lost wondering why 
something didn’t work the way you once 
thought. Seize the moment and search 
for God in the midst of it, you may not 
see Him, but you can be assured He is 
always there and that His plans for you 
are to good, plans to prosper and not 
harm, plans to give you hope. 

Faith is being sure of what we hope for 
and certain for what we do not see.  
Hebrews 11:1. el

Some moments are defining. 
We look back on them and recognise 

that although we didn't fully 
comprehend their significance 

at the time, they are etched 
somewhere deep in the 

memory banks, or in the 
deep places of our soul.

I wonder if we could learn those 
lessons again in our lives how 

different they may be?
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eDwIns note p
ossibly one of the most dynamic phrases 
I’ve heard in a long time came from 
Christopher Wright when he said, “It is not 
so much the case that God has a mission 

for his church in the world, as that God has a 
church for his mission in the world. Mission 
was not made for the church; the church was 
made for mission – God’s mission. Why had I 
never noticed the simple yet profound truth that 
God had a mission in His world long before He 
had a church and that the latter exists for the 
furtherance of the former?

Is it possible that we are too church centric, and 
also unaware of the fact that this has a direct 
bearing on our expectations of where, when and 
how God works?  The promise given by Jesus 
that He is present every time two or three meet 
in His name does not mean that our gatherings 
are the sole or even primary focus of His 
attention.  God has an unquenchable love for 
the lost. That undeniable fact first seen in Gen. 3 
flows endlessly from the pages of God’s Word as 
the great story of redemption unfolds and finds 
its fullest expression in the life and ministry of 
Jesus.  God stepped right into our fallen, broken, 
sinful world and got to work in it.  Amazingly 
during His earthly ministry the harshest words 
that came from the lips of Jesus were reserved 
not for the fallen and the broken but for those 
entombed in dead religion.  His primary focus 
was always those outside of the kingdom.  He 
hadn’t come to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance.   Absolutely nothing has changed.  I 
often speak about taking God beyond the walls 
of our church buildings or letting Him out of the 
box. Perhaps it’s not so much that we need to 
let God out of the box but rather that we need 
to get out of it ourselves and encounter Him out 
there where He is waiting for us to partner with 
Him in His mission.  

Yet the majority of us live with the sub conscious 
assumption that we find God primarily when 
we meet with other believers.  While we should 
never neglect or underplay the importance of 
church gatherings and we thank God for the 

unique sense of His presence there, let’s not 
forget the fact that God is always working. Jesus, 
when criticised for healing a man on the sabbath 
who had been ill for thirty eight years, said to his 
accusers in Jh 5:17, “My Father is always at HIS 
WORK and I too am working”. Jesus was clearly 
stating that God had an agenda, a mission, which 
went way beyond their religious constructs and 
expectations.  Could it be, that we in the 21st 
century church have inadvertently slipped into 
the same incorrect mind set as those 1st century 
Jews?  Could it be that that we might know 
more of His leading and miracle working power 
if we deliberately positioned ourselves every day 
to be His hands, His voice, His representatives 
in the fallen, broken, hurting world around us.  
That sudden urge to speak to someone, to ask 
someone if they would like us to pray with them, 
that unexpected hunch about their life that 
wasn’t even in our thinking seconds before could 
well be God the Father at HIS WORK and ready 
to do something amazing.

According to recent surveys, while Google 
Auto Predict is not the fount of all wisdom, it 
is a reliable indicator of the sort of questions 
people are asking and it suggests that a lot 
more people are asking real and genuinely 
searching questions about God than we might 
think.  It also shows that in times of tragedy and 
uncertainty searches relating to spiritual matters, 
prayer, God etc.  increase dramatically.  Have 
we ever thought that Brexit might be a lot more 
than simply an opportunity to share our views 
about the evils of Europe?  It might be a glorious 
opportunity to share about where real security 
and certainty are found. Jesus said, “the harvest 
is plentiful, but the workers are few”. I believe 
He’s waiting for the church to catch up with 
what He’s doing in His world.  

AW Tozer said, “miracles follow the plough”. What 
a pity that, at times, we’ve lost sight of the open 
field and are preoccupied with painting our barns.

My prayer is that we would lift our eyes to the 
fields because it’s always harvest time! el  

Mission
iMPossible

Mission
iMPossible

     Perhaps it’s not so 
much that we need to 
let God out of the box 
but rather that we need 
to get out of it ourselves 
and encounter Him out 
there where He is waiting 
for us to partner with 
Him in His mission.

eDwIn MIchael
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Christian Action Research 
and Education (CARE)
A leading public policy charity in 
Northern Ireland is launching a brand 
new campaign celebrating the value 
of every human life.
 
CARe in Northern Ireland, which is 
the NI branch of Christian Action 
Research and Education has arranged 
for billboards and bus shelters across 
the Province to carry the message: 
fearfully and wonderfully made.
 
The adverts feature an image of 
baby’s feet clasped tenderly in an 
adult’s hands and also point people 
to a brand new website called www.
fearfullyandwonderfullymade.
org.uk which provides further 
information about the thinking 
behind the campaign.
 
The aim of the campaign is to 
encourage people across Northern 

Ireland to unite in 
support of affirming the 
distinct value of life from 
conception through to its 
natural end.
 
Recent times have 
witnessed considerable 
pressure on NI’s current 
laws on abortion with 
activists calling for radical 
change to make abortion 
more widely available.
 
Northern Ireland is the 
only part of the uK 
where the 1967 Abortion 
Act does not apply and 

supported by 
individuals and 
churches throughout 
the uK, CARe 
encourages 
Christians to be 
informed and to 
engage positively 
in public life; 
addressing issues 
relating to the 
sanctity of life, 
human exploitation, 
marriage and family 
and many other 
areas of advocacy.

aBout CARe 
christian action 
research and 
education

vimeo.com/129791474

Want tO FinD 
Out MOre? 
Follow the link below 
for an introduction 
to care

4 mins

Fearfully and 
Wonderfully 
Made

that’s why we are launching 
this campaign to encourage 
people all over NI to stand up 
for the value of life. It does not 
matter who you are, where you 
come from, what you look like 
or what your background is, the 
key message of this campaign 
is that every human being has 
intrinsic value and worth.”
 
“The campaign adverts say 
‘fearfully and wonderfully 
made’ because this reflects 
our thinking that every human 
being is precious. So often the 
value of a person’s life is based 
around the contribution they 

robust research from the 
campaign group Both 
Lives Matter showed that 
100,000 people across NI 
are alive today because 
the ’67 Act was not 
adopted. 

care in ni Director, 
Tim Martin said:
“At CARe we passionately 
believe that every single 
human life is undeniably 
precious from conception 
right the way through to 
a natural death. we think 
this is a powerful, positive, 
life-affirming message and 

are able to make to society or it’s 
based on their circumstances.”

“I think many in our society, 
perhaps especially in disabled 
communities feel undervalued 
as a result. This campaign affirms 
that if you are disabled you are 
no less valuable or precious 
because human dignity is not 
tied to your physical or mental 
abilities.”
 
“I’m hopeful that many people 
across NI will see these 
advertisements and it will really 
give people a reason to celebrate 
the value of every human life.” el

stanD up For every huMan lIFe

fearfullyandwonderfullymade.org.uk
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Connect 
with God...
Connect 
with God...
Connect 
with God...

Looking for god on googLe 

Hmm, I wonder 
what God’s last name is...

or maybe it’s under “G”...Oh! 
I know, I’ll bet if I just dial 0 

three time I’ll get God instead 
of the operator... 

Operator? Oh. I was trying
 to dial God...My bad! 

Man, why is this so hard? 
I wonder if I dial G-O-D...

Excuse me, Jones, 
what are you doing?

Well, I’m trying to find God’s phone 
number! God seems very smart, and 
I have lots of troubles, you know. 
So I thought I could find His phone 
number here, God have a last name?

Um, no, He doesn’t 
really need one! 

Well how am I supposed to 
find Him in the phone book 
if He has no last name? You 
would think God would want 
us to have His number! Well, you see, you don’t 

need a phone to talk to 
God, or to hear from Him!

Do I need implants in 
my ears or something? 
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I wanted to sign up for Elim academy a few years now, 
I first learned of it at the amazing  Elim Wondrous 
conference and from that night the desire to be a part 
of academy had never left me. Although I kept making 
excuses as to why I couldn’t give up the time to do it the 
desire never went away. My wife and I spoke about it 
once more and we decided that this year was the year.

I love the Lord and wanted to attend academy to deepen 
and develop my understanding. I want to know the 
person Jesus Christ really is. His ministry, His life, why 
he was so countercultural and why He seen each of us 
worth dying for. I know parts of the stories about Him but 
I want to know Him as the brother He has adopted us to 
be. I want Him to be my focus in life and understand why 
we are called to be Christ like. I have a beautiful 3 year 
old son, I want to be able to explain the Bible and Jesus 
to him in the way God intended us to do.

From speaking with Pastor Mark Stone in the summer 
and the first few weeks of academy I am starting to learn 
these very things I’ve been wanting to know. I would 
recommend Elim academy to all, no matter age or how 
long they have be walking with God. It’s such a blessing 
to go deeper into the word of God and learning from 
such awesome teachers is a joy. el

JaMes DIver 

It’s sucH a blessInG 
to Go deePer Into 
tHe Word oF God 
and learnInG From 
sucH aWesome 
teacHers Is a joy.



No, no! You see, we talk to God in 
prayer, and God speaks to us when 
we take the time to listen! For 
example, He will remind us of Bible 
verses that we have memorized.

Hmmmmm. 
Well, I have 
read a lot of 
verses. 

That’s genius! God is so smart 
too, and He knows the future, 
so He would know just the 
right verse to remind me of in 
any given situation!

You see, it’s like hiding God’s 
treasures in our heart. Then when 
we need them, God’s Spirit in us 
helps us remember them and they 
can help us! It is one very important 
way that God speaks to us!

That’s right. And you 
know what else?

Uh...I have nice hair? 

 Ha ha! Here’s a hint. If you hide God’s 
Word in your heart, no one can steal it 
from you. You will have His promises 
with you even in the dark or when 
you’re in trouble or when you’re scared! 
You don’t have to carry your Bible 
around in your bag when you carry His 
promises in your heart! 

Oh, man! Of course that 
makes complete sense, 
which means God can 
speak to me right in 
the middle of eating my 
breakfast or in the bath!

Right...bath...anywhere!

Wow! I’m going to start today to 
memorize God’s wisdom and His 
promises and all the other good 
things. That way no matter what my 
future holds, I know God will know 
just what I need to remember!

“‘i am the Lord 
your god, who 
teaches you what 
is best for you, 
who directs you 
in the way you 
should go.”

Isaiah 48:17

A BiBLe Verse to 
LeArn And store 
in your heArt As 
treAsure: 

Don’t let 
GoDs worD 
fall to the 
GrounD

Game

You will need: 
•	 Use two paper plates 

for each bat.

•	 Write the Bible verse 
“And Samuel grew, 
and the Lord was with 
him, and did let none 
of his words fall to 
the ground.” 1 Samuel 
3:19 on the paper 
plate and decorate it 
with the markers.

what to do! 

USE THE BATS TO KEEP THE BALLOON IN THE AIR 
AND STOP IT FALLING TO THE GROUND. 

  4x Paper Plates  
(Glue two plates together 
to make them stronger)

  Paint Stir Sticks,  
Paper Towel Tube,  
or Heavy Cardboard

  Tape

  Glue

  Markers / Felt Tips

•	 When you are finished 
decorating the paper plates 
tape a stir stick ( or think 
cardboard) to the back of the 
plates.

•	 Blow up large balloons and 
write things on the balloons 
that God tells us to do. 
Examples – pray, be kind, 
help others, listen, obey your 
parents, do not lie and add 
more of your own.

FOLLOw THE INSTRUcTIONS BELOw AND mAKE 
A GAmE FOR yOU AND A FRIEND TO PLAy.
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Where is medicine 
first mentioned in 

the Bible? 

When god gave 
Moses two tablets

Why did Noah have to 
punish and discipline the 

chickens on the Ark? 

Because they were 
using “fowl” language 

lol 
Corner

What do they 
call pastors in 

Germany? 

german 
shepherds 

Obedience: 
Obey God and 
your Parents! 

8 min 49 secs

Samuel: 
Little Bible 
Heroes 
2 min 25 secs

Movie 
tiMe

Mini
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e
veryone is looking for a 
hero. Don’t let them make 
that hero you. You are not 

God.  No matter how much 
you have contributed to their 
lives you do not deserve their 
worship. 

The temptation to allow 
people to put you on a 
pedestal will be very real. The 
temptation to accept their 
praise and adulation, to 
share that praise with others 
will pull hard at your human 
heart. 

Don’t give into it.  Self-
promotion is the world’s 
way and through it presently 
infiltrates the church, it is 
not acceptable to God.  It is 
idolatry. 

And while your view from 
their pedestal may be nice 
for a while, your fall will be 
catastrophic.  So, when they 
offer you a pedestal, politely 
decline and point them back 
to Jesus. 

Resist the urge to create your 
own pedestal. He is God and 
he will not share his glory 
with another. 

Choose to take the low place, 
serve at least one person 
in kindness and in doing so 
prepare your heart for any 
public act he may invite you 
to participate in. 

While idolatry is an old-
fashioned word it is alive and 
well today in the form of hero 
worship and the church is not 
free from its grip.  This stuff is 
tough, no doubt about it. It’s 
subtle but deadly.  No human 
needs to be elevated above 
another.  Each one is of equal 
value and infinite worth.  But 
none of them God.  I don’t 
know about you, but I am 
constantly needing to search 
my heart to ensure I’m not 
putting people on a pedestal.  
I can tell if their praise or 
attention means more to me 
than someone else’s and that 
I am not allowing myself to 

build a pedestal for myself 
to sit on or allowing others 
to make me more important 
than I truly am.  

Each one of us who calls 
Jesus Lord is equally known 
and loved by the Father.  And 
none of us are the answer 
to this world’s needs. He is.   
Lord help us to keep our eyes 
fixed on you and help us to 
direct others that way too. 
Jesus Only. el

hero woRshiP 
charlotte curran

resIst the urge to 
create your own 
peDestal. he is God 
And he will not 
shARe his GloRy 
with AnotheR.
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Leaving what happened behind.
Time to get real

Sorting the rubbish in my mind.
Start to get focused

Make the most of my time.
Drawing to my Saviour

Growing on the true vine.
Picking up the guitar

Booking my theory test
Doing well for a few days

Really trying my best
But yet one morning I wake up

Its like my mind has hit a bomb
Worrying and fearing everything

Josh wIllIaMson 

How hard it seems to get involved again!
How easy it would be to just complain
How strange is the feeling of utter loss

Until you stand beneath the cross

From time to time it seems I am lost
But, yet I’ve been found at infinite cost

Knowing the way is already planned
I rest in faith, at His command

“Touched with the feelings of our infirmities”
Eases the pains of life’s uncertainties 

Bold I arise to praise His name, 
Thanking God who is still the same.

Engaged in prayer, I find relief
Knowing He heard is my firm belief 
Taking His promises word for word

Causes my pain to feel absurd. el

DIsengageD

norMan e chrIstIe
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MovIng on

God has got your hand
He will lead you forward
Into his purpose and his plan.

The devil wants you
He wants to make you his

But you belong to Jesus 
And this is what He says.

I which have begun the work
Will be there until the end

I wouldn’t pick you up and drop you
I am your dearest friend.

I’ve known you from the beginning 
I know your destiny

The cross in which I bore
Means ,forever you will sit with me.

So don’t worry about your life
You don’t have to fear 

Read my word and know 
That I am always near.

So if you fall

Don’t worry it’s not the end
I am the shepherd

You are my sheep to which I tend.
I have you in my arms 

Joshua you belong to me
Now don’t you forget this
Just turn your eyes toward that old 
rugged tree.

Now let me tell you
It’s not always rosy and bliss

But look to the grave, it’s empty
And in me you are victorious! el

Telling myself  I don’t belong.
Trying to fight it off

Getting knocked back
Feeling I’m getting nowhere

Really losing track.
I need to get it out

To speak what’s going on
Its breaking me inside

I just want it to be gone.
I go to some people 

Tell them what I’m dealing with
We talk of a few things

And I’m reminded they are lies, it’s all a myth
God has got your life
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e
lim’s Missionary Apprentice Programme 
(MAP) is designed for young adults to 
explore the reality of missions, where 

the opportunities are endless. MAP is an 
exciting 2 year track of learning that provides a 
greater global perspective and is designed for 
those with a growing interest in international 
missions, yet who may be stuck on what to do 
with that passion.

Within this informal programme, which runs 
alongside full-time work or study, each student 
has a personal missionary mentor, access to 
the Elim Missions team, training days, and the 
support of other ‘Mappers’ on a similar journey 
through the monthly online community hubs. 
All this culminates in Mappers putting their 
theory into practice during the optional annual 
mission trip!

people groups.  It was incredible to 
watch God move in the miraculous, 
to see blind eyes being opened, the 
lame walking and the deaf hearing. 
However, I definitely wish that I had 
been equipped to handle some of the 
practicalities of cross-cultural ministry 
before I left the UK and that is exactly 
what we have designed MAP to do. el  

an InternatIonal Future 
wIth the missionARy 
APPRentiCe PRoGRAmme 
elIM MIssIons has Been sharIng the gospel 
InternatIonally sInce 1919; so as we approach 
our centenary celeBratIon, why not JoIn 
our IncreDIBle herItage? IF you’re ageD 16-25, 
here’s how you can get starteD.

MAP is a safe way to begin to explore world 
mission, and in that way it is very different to 
my own story when, daunted and excited and 
only 17, I packed my bags and moved to Africa 
to work as a missionary. Exploring missions 
alone took me on an incredible journey from 
evangelising in African mud huts to spearfishing 
in the Pacific Islands and training new 
missionaries to share the gospel with unreached 

Here’s what a few of our current 
Mappers have to say about it:

"I fInd MAP Is A greAt 
wAy to Meet PeoPle, 
leArn About god's 
AMAzIng wAys And 
grow together In 
exPerIences And your 
relAtIonshIP In god."
carmella lewis

 of the world has still never 
heard of Jesus, which is why 
we need to work together to 
see the fulfilment of Matthew 
28:19-20, to: “Go and make 
disciples of all nations…”

THE GrEAT NEWs: 
MAP IS ONLY £50!

(excluding trips) 

So if you want to get involved, 
or know someone who would like 

to join us, please email me 
or visit our website: 

This is just one of the many 
opportunities that Elim Missions 

has available for all ages.

 elimmissions.co.uk/MAP

DanIel Face
Map corodinator

"MAP Is very helPful for 
those who MAy wIsh to becoMe 

A MIssIonAry And It s stIll 
truly InsPIrAtIonAl And 

educAtIonAl for those who 
don't. JoInIng MAP Is greAt 

And well worth A try."
ben epton

"MAP hAs helPed Me 
understAnd whAt 
MIssIon reAlly MeAns, 
not Just the IdeA of 
goIng to dIfferent 
countrIes but thAt 
MIssIon Is soMethIng 
thAt god hAs cAlled 
us to do, wherever we 
Are or wherever we 
go, your MIssIon fIeld 
Is where ever you Are.  
I hAve loved gettIng 
to know the MAP teAM 
And to be surrounded 
wIth PeoPle who hAve 
the sAMe PAssIon 
reAlly encourAges 
you to keeP PursuIng 
your dreAMs And 
your cAllIng. I hAve 
loved MeetIng other 
MIssIonArIes And heArIng 
theIr InsPIrIng storIes."
Vicky argue

elimmissions.co.uk/MAP

danielle.face@elimhq.net 
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elim Missions are passionate about training 
disciple makers and sharing the Gospel 

throughout the worlds.  As part of that, 
we love facilitating opportunities for young 
adults and students to explore opportunities 
serving abroad. This year, we took two 
teams of theological students from Regents 
Theological College to India and Spain, 
giving them the opportunity to experience 
the practical application of their studies.

Elim Missions also love to disciple young 
adults through the Missionary Apprentice 
Programme, where 16-25 year olds can 
explore whether God is calling them into 
overseas missions. The MAP students 
have monthly community hubs with online 
training, access to missionary mentors, 
resources and encounter training weekends. 
Part of their course also involves going on a 
group mission trip before then undertaking 
an individual mission trip to an area that 
they are passionate about.

In October 2018, 6 of the MAP 
students travelled to Macedonia 
for a week, to serve alongside our 
missionaries Ian and Katie Moore in 
skopje, before travelling to the Elim 
church stip to minister with Angel and 
Daniela Pavlov. 

The students experienced street 
outreach; worshipping, giving out food 
parcels and evangelism, they even saw 
twp women come to know Jesus as 
their saviour. The MAP students had 
the opportunity to serve Turkish tea 
and share the gospel to the Albanian 
community in Skopje. They also did a 
fantastic job at ministering in several 
different Church services in Stip. For 
many of the students it was their first 
time sharing publically, for some it was 
their first time even leaving the UK. 
They also lead the house group and the 

youth service. To see the impact that 
an international mission has had 

on their life is wonderful, 
and we are excited to see 

the impact that they will 
also have on the 

future of Elim 
Missions.

VIsItInG tHe cHurcH In 
banGalore, IndIa Was lIke 
stePPInG Into tHe book oF 
acts, In a 21st century context. 
It Was a truly amazInG tIme!

Sam Moore, RTC Student

Here’s what 
some of the MAP 
students have to 
say about their 
experience:

N
icole Johnston, 17

“My first MAP mission was an amazing 
experience, being able to pray for people 
in public areas and praying over towns 
and cities. I was nervous but excited. The 
trip has confirmed to me that God has put 
it on my heart to reach the disadvantaged, 
those who do not have the gospel and 
those who are unloved. I look forward to 
my next MAP mission.”

“Macedonia was an 
incredible experience! 

The trip challenged me in so many 
ways, equipping me and giving 

me the confidence to expand my 
missions work in my everyday life 

and helping me to grow in my faith.”

Am
y D

unn, 19

I found this week very eye 
opening. Having such an 

intentional trip, where every 
activity is surrounded by the 
idea of sharing faith, is a great 
experience of how easy it is to 
actually be “the light of the world” 
in your own community. My 
nerves were easily diminished by 
being surrounded by an amazing 
and encouraging team. Coming 
back from this trip, I have now 
been able to walk back into my 
home town with new perspective, 
ready to look for these needs. I 
believe God has placed me where 
I am. So whilst I am excited 
about my next MAP trip, in the 
meantime, I am excited about 
how God can use me at home to 
make a difference from what I’ve 
learnt from my time away.”

What an incredible week. It 
has confirmed that mission 

is what I want to do with my 
life. I want to serve Jesus and 
His people. It really has been 
an amazing week. I have met 
so many amazing people and 
made some many new friends 
and memories that I will never 
forget. It has opened my eyes 
to appreciate what I have and 
taught me that I shouldn’t take 
it for granted. Everything I have 
learned this week will stay with 
me forever and I will never 
forget the amazing time I had 
on my first mission trip. It has 
made me want to change the 
way I do things at home and 
in my community, it has made 
me want to be a better person 
for God.”

Joanne sowden, 24Carmella Lewis, 19

DanIel Face
Map corodinator

30
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BoBBIe tInnIon 

2 years Bobbie served the 
leaders in the Kenya churches 
alongside her late husband 
David. November 2018 was 
Bobbie’s first visit to Kenya 
since David’s home call, and 
although a little apprehensive 
she was looking forward to 
seeing the changes that had 
taken place not only in the 
churches but particularly in 
the lives of children that have 
been supported by individuals 
in N Ireland and England.

9 years ago Bobbie was 
introduced to two brothers; 
the older boy called Anthony 
was 8 years old and the 
younger called John was 5 
years old. These children 
had watched as their 
mother was killed and 
together they ran into a 
forest seeking safety. An 
elderly lady took them to 
the home of Rev Reuben 
and Mrs Miriam Warutere 
in Nyahururu and there 
they were embraced into 
the loving extended family 
of the Elim Gospel Church 
Leader. They became part of 
the family of 11 other children 
and young people who had 
also experienced trauma in 
their young lives.

On a visit to Kenya Pastor 
Raymond Cotter, previously 
Irish Missions Director was 
introduced to all the children. 
He raised the money to upgrade 
their living accommodation and 
when possible he helped with 
the general support of this 
large family.

Throughout the history of the 
UK Elim Pentecostal Church, 
individuals, churches and Elim 
International Missions have 
reached out to many nations 
of the world to bring care to 
children who may have been 
abandoned or suffered as 
a result of war, disease and 
disasters.

But do you ever wonder what 
happens to the children you 
have supported overseas?
Perhaps you knitted or 

A lady, Mrs Reynolds heard 
the story of Anthony and John, 
and for the past 8 years has 
faithfully sent financial support 
for Anthony and John.

Two years ago Rev Reuben 
Warutere received his home 
call and Miriam continued to 
faithfully care for the children.

In May 2018 Miriam 
peacefully passed into the 
presence of her Lord and the 
children grieved for the foster 
mother who had provided 

is a lovely Christian young man 
who is being mentored by the 
son of Rev Samuel Kingori.
Thank God for Mrs Reynolds 
(Elim Missions have never 
met her). She has made a 
difference in the lives of 
Anthony and John.
John......all he wanted as a 5 
year old boy was a gun so that 
he could kill the people who 
killed his mother. Don’t be 
shocked. John was 5 years old.

Jesus said; ‘Suffer the little 
children to come unto Me’.
John is now 15 years old, he 
loves the Lord and is living in 

Kitale with the daughter 
of Reuben and Miriam. 
She has opened her home 
to several of the children 
who had lived with her 
parents. John commences 
Primary 7 in January 
2019.

But what about the 
other children? God is 
faithful! Previously the 

children had been referred 
to as Reuben’s children and 
now they are known as Mary’s 
children! In the Bible Mary was 
entrusted with the care of a 
special child called Jesus.

Mrs Mary Kingori, wife of Rev 
Samuel Kingori, leader of Elim 
Gospel Church Kenya has 
been entrusted with the care 
of the 8 remaining children 
who are living in Nyeri and 
Aberdare.

Let me tell you about the 
‘wee thief’ called Peter. It is 

ELIM INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS 
HAvE reacHed out to many 

NATIONS OF THE WORLD TO 
BRING care to cHIldren WHO 
MAY HAvE BEEN ABANDONED OR 
SUFFERED AS A RESULT OF WAR, 

DISEASE AND DISASTERS.I
n February 2012 
Christianity Today included 
the results of a survey that 
researched the 10 most 
popular strategies for 
helping the poor.  

The economists researched 
‘what are the best ways 
to help those living in 
developing countries’ and in 
their conclusion they stated 
that answering this question 
proved more difficult than 
expected! One of the best 
ways suggested was to help 
children and young people 
with care and education.

Matthew 19:14 ‘Suffer the 
little children to come unto 
Me’.

crocheted hats, scarves, soft 
toys and wondered where in 
the world they actually have 
reached.

Let me tell you about some of 
the children whose lives have 
been impacted due to the 
generosity of individuals in UK 
Elim Pentecostal Churches.

During the past 10 years Mrs 
Bobbie Tinnion has been 
working with Elim Churches 
in Kenya. Up until the last 

suFFer 
the little 
ChildRen to 
coMe unto Me

them with the security of a 
loving Christian home. What 
was to happen to the children? 
Elim Gospel Leader Rev 
Samuel Kingori and his wife 
Mary quickly found alternative 
care for all the children and 
Bobbie was able to visit them 
in their new homes.

What about Anthony and 
John? Anthony completed 
Form 4 in Secondary 
School and recently started 
employment as an apprentice 
in a large bakery in Nairobi. He 
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Alan scott’s new book is one to pick up if 
you are interested in being used by God. 

In the book Alan shares stories and experiences 
of how Causeway Coast vineyard was 
transformed by scattered servants, people 
who moved beyond the building and took the 
kingdom to those most in need.  Alan focuses 
on every believer using what they have, where 
they are to believe the Holy Spirit will equip 
them to advance the Kingdom, impact and 
change lives. 

My personal favourite story was that of a girl 
who lead three people to Jesus when she 
simply went shopping. She took time to ask the 
girl putting through the items she was buying 
if she was ok.  When that moment ended with 
her praying for the employee and had her in 
tears (of the happy kind) another person took 
over and asked what had happened. The story 
doesn’t tell that the girl became embarrassed 
but that she followed the God prompt and 
the conversation ended similar to the first.  
Did she stop then?  No! A third person then 
came to complete her transaction and again 
had a similar moment at the counter.   What a 
challenge!  Even more so when we know this 
happened in “our wee country”.

You can’t help but be inspired as you read the 
pages … something rises in you saying “Do it 
here Lord and start with me.” 

An inspiring and challenging read. el

sCAtteRed 
seRvAnts  
by alan scott

RevIew

For those who are seeking to serve in the 
best way that they can in the local church, 

and to truly display and be part of biblical 
community, I wholeheartedly recommend 
this book-and-personality-test in one. 
Understanding God’s purpose for our lives 
and who He has created us to be is often 
challenging, however this book helps us to 
appreciate the spiritual gifts God has placed 
within each of us individually and places them 
within a Kingdom-centred context of humility.  
The book gives guidance on understanding our 
spiritual gifts, and helps to align them with our 
passions, and our purpose in the church.

The book concludes with an in-depth 
personality study and a series of questions 
designed to help reveal key areas of gifting in 
each and every believer.  This has been one 
of the most helpful and reassuring reads in 
my own personal spiritual journey and I can’t 
recommend it enough.  My only proviso would 
be that it might be useful to have a partner or 
close friend also answer the questions for you, 
as they may see things in you that you don’t! el

whAt you do Best 
in the Body of ChRist 
by Bruce Bugbee

a miracle he ever found himself 
in the Aberdare area of Kenya. 
His biological family belonged 
to the Turkana tribe and he and 
his brother were abandoned as 
very young children. He spent his 
days scavenging for food and as 
opportunity arose he would steal. 
Peter was offered an alternative to 
his poor pathetic lifestyle and he is 
now in Primary School and is one of 
Mary’s children.

Beersbridge Road Elim Church, 
Belfast, ladies throughout 2018 
have been busy knitting and 
crocheting.......hats, scarves, 
jumpers, soft toys, blankets. 
Bobbie was able to take gifts to 
all of Mary’s children and to the 
community in the highlands of 
Kenya where it gets very cold.

What about the Elim church in 
Kenya? In the past many Elim UK 
pastors have travelled to east Africa 
to teach Tanzanian, Kenyan and 
Ugandan Elim pastors. To mention 
just two of these pastors, Pastor 
William McCandless and Pastor 
Mervin Tilley. Today two of their 
Bible students are leading many 
churches in Kenya.

Elim Gospel Churches are led by 
Rev Samuel Kingori.

Elim Pentecostal Churches are led 
by Rev Simon Githigi el
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listen for god’s voice 
in everything you do, 
everywhere you go.

 he’s the one who will 
keep you on track.


