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A note from the Editor

I
t’s May! I’m not sure where this edition 
finds you - maybe it’s Manic May or 
Marvellous May but whichever state 
you find yourself I hope that you take 

a little moment or two to sit, relax and 
enjoy this full on edition.  

We have lots of fab articles created and 
designed to remind you that whatever 
and wherever you find yourself that God 
is there, in the detail, in the seemingly 
insignificant moments He is there. In this 
edition we are focusing on being in sync 
- which means to be in a harmonious 
relationship, or be at work, to operate, 
or act at exactly the same rate or time. 

All over our country, and all over the 
world there are people searching for 
peace, for rest or for meaning to this 
crazy thing called life and they are 
watching you and I.  Watching to see 
how we react when given a horrible 
diagnosis or when we learn of a tragedy; 
when we looe our jobs or when we have 
a really difficult family situation going 
on.  What do they see?  Do they see 
someone who is spiralling, caught up in 
emotion or someone so fixated on the 
problem that everyone and everything 
else in their life is forgotten? Or do they 
see someone so in sync with Jesus that 

nothing and no one can influence their 
steadfast composure as they retain a 
posture of strength and peace despite 
the craziness of their immediate world? 

When we are in sync with God we can 
listen and hear the sound of His voice, 
the whisper from heaven that leads, 
guides and directs our every step.  In 
these days as the world looks on can I 
encourage you to get away with Him, to 
follow Jesus’ lead and go to the solitary 
place and discover all over again what 
it is that the Spirit of God is speaking to 
you, to get in sync with God and trust 
Him to hear and answer your every 
prayer in the best possible way. 

Look forward to seeing you in July at 
Wondrous - don’t miss out on your 
chance to hear what God is saying to us 
as a bigger Elim family - be part of it!! All 
the details are on page 18-19!

Much love and prayers,

over the past few months, 
shocking cases of human 

trafficking have hit our 
headlines and filled our news 
feeds. What has added to our 
horror, as we read and scroll 
through, is the proximity of 
these awful crimes. While we 
struggle to comprehend how 
this could happen so close to 
our own doorstep, we also 
wrestle with the question, ‘Is 
there anything we can do?’ 

Gayle Bunting, head of 
Invisible Traffick, explains how 
God was already preparing the 
way for our church to respond 
in a practical way.

“Invisible Traffick was struggling 
with the problem of restricted 
opening hours for our Support 
Helpline and access to funding. 
To help resolve this we decided 
to put an ad in the January 
edition of Elim Life announcing 
a recruitment day. Pastor Mark 
from Lurgan Elim called me 
in January, explaining that 
God had really put it upon his 
heart to help victims of human 
trafficking and wanted to 
offer us support. We hosted a 

presentation in March at the 
church and this was followed up 
with the concept of a Fashion 
Show fundraiser.”

As Gayle sensitively revealed 
the harsh reality faced by the 
victims of modern day slavery, 
hearts were stirred in our 
congregation and the wheels 
were set in motion for our 
event ‘Fashioned for Freedom’. 
Our heart, as a church, was 
to help Gayle and her team 
to continue to work at the 
forefront and ‘Speak out for 
those who cannot speak for 
themselves.’ Proverbs 31:8

After much work in the 
background, our Sports Hall 
was spectacularly transformed 
thanks to the technological 
mastery and expertise of 
Jim Verner from Location 
Electrics. The catwalk was 
constructed, lighting rig 

assembled, sound system 
installed and media projectors 
put in place. An amazing team 
effort followed, which allowed 
us to host our Fashion Show 
and auction on Thursday 12th 
April. The beautiful clothing, 
featured that night and 
worn by the brave models 
from our congregation, was 
kindly supplied by two local 
businesses, Alana Interiors 
and SD Kells. The generosity 
continued from the local 
community with businesses 
donating items for auction and 
local beauticians giving of their 
time to ensure that all models 
were ‘catwalk ready’. We are so 
thankful to all who took part 
and to all those who attended 
and gave so generously!

The final word must go to 
Gayle Bunting, who touched 
our hearts again that night 
as she continued to raise 
awareness and relayed her 
burden for the broken. 

“Our prayers were answered 
… this amazing night taught 
me to never underestimate the 
power of God, and the heart of 
His people. It has also touched 
our volunteers, an astonishing 
£3000 was raised! This will 
enable us to extend the helpline 
opening hours and answer those 
very important Missed Calls.”

We thank God for His 
provision and pray for the 
team at Invisible Traffick as 
they continue to serve Him. el

Photo courtesy of Darryl Mooney 

Freedom’
‘FashIoned For
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Celebrates 
25 years

W
hen we left Ballysillan 
Elim after 10 years 
of faithfully serving 
the church and the 

community in north Belfast, 
I had no intention of ever 
pastoring another church. My 
focus was to develop a faith-
based community outreach 
project, with a special focus on 
helping young people escape 
the clutches of paramilitary 
groups, drug dealers and other 
negative influences. However, 
God had other intentions!

It was while sitting on the 
lawn of a hotel in Jerusalem, 
chatting with Mal Fletcher, 
that the Holy Spirit spoke 
clearly to me with the words, 
“When you go back to Belfast, 
I want you to start another 
church, but not just another 
church”. I instantly knew this 
was God and knew also what 
I needed to do. The result was 
that New Life was launched 
on Sunday 4th July 1993.  So 
this year we celebrate 25 
years, and to help us do so we 

Literally thousands of people 
saw the cross with JOHN 
3.16 on it. We were often 
asked, “Why are you doing 
this?” and “What is meant by 
JOHN 3.16?“  People were 
visibly weeping on both sides 
of the divide when they saw 
the cross being carried in this 
manner. Everyday was filled 
with opportunities to talk 
with people about the Lord, 
to share literature, and to pray 
with people on the streets.  On 
one occasion I was threatened 
by a very angry person on the 
Falls Road, and then on another 
occasion we were called 
traitors on the Shankill Road for 
wearing green on St. Patrick’s 
Day! I mention these only to 
show that not all speak well of 
us! So what’s new?

During these 39+1 days 
we also held a Cross Vigil 
alongside a Prayer Tent 
between the Dividing Gates 
in Northumberland Street 

have arranged several special 
events throughout the year 
to mark this amazing and very 
significant milestone.

One of these special events 
was 39+1, which does not 
just equal 40, but represents 
39 days leading up to one 
special day, which was Good 
Friday. The main activity of 
those 39+1 days was carrying 
a 7ft cross around the Falls 
and the Shankill communities 
as a symbol of peace and as 
a challenge to paramilitaries 
and drug dealers to end their 
violence and to stop selling 
drugs and dealing death within 
our communities, besides 
lifting the cross above the gun 
and above drugs, showing 
there is a Better Way that is 
Jesus Christ who said, “I am 
the way, the truth and the life”. 

Someone said to me, “Jack, 
are you daft enough to believe 
these men will stop their 
violence and stop selling drugs 
just because you ask them to?” 
I said, “No! I’m not daft enough 
to believe they will, but I’m 
bold enough to ask”! 

So for 40 days we walked 
with the cross, one person at 
a time on their own, along the 
centre of the road, walking 
from New Life City Church, 
through the main Dividing 
Gates in Northumberland 
Street, along the Falls Road, 
the Springfield Road, Lanark 
Way, Shankill Road and back 
along Northumberland Street 
to the church. 

where people stopped off for 
prayer, some even driving for 
several miles from outside of 
Belfast, because they saw the 
Prayer Tent being promoted 
on Facebook. Several people 
testified of being healed and 
at least one person committed 
their life to Christ right there 
between the Gates. 

We ended 39+1 on Good 
Friday by going into 40 hours 
of non-stop worship that 
actually lasted for 41 hours! 
Some people never left the 
church over the entire 41 
hours. Worship Teams, singers 
and musicians from other 
churches took their turn over 
the weekend. We even had 
an hour of worship in sign 
language led in partnership 
with our very own John 
Derby who is totally deaf, 
which turned out to be one 
of the most moving hours 
of worship during the entire 
weekend.  We finished with a 

short service on Easter Sunday 
at noon when four people 
committed their lives to Christ.  

Other activities to celebrate 
our 25 years included a 
special 39+1 YOUR VOICE 
with Conor Downey; a 
Special FIRELAND with Brian 
Houston and his band; and 
a Special Ministry Night with 
Bethel School of Supernatural 
Ministry; a Leadership Training 
Event at New Life City Church 
with special guests Glyn 
Barrett (Audacious Church, 
Manchester) and Neil Smith 
(Planet Shakers), and a 25th 
Anniversary Celebration with 
Glyn Barrett on Wednesday 
4th and Thursday 5th July. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who 
stepped up and got involved. 
This included several ex-
paramilitaries from both sides 
of the divide who passed the 
cross to each other relay style 
in the middle of the road and 
between the various dividing 
gates. Several churches came 
alongside us and supported 
us during 39+1, including 
Pastor Matt Davis and some of 
his people from Living Hope 
AG, Pastor Mark Hughes 
and some from Cornerstone, 
Arthur Brame and some from 
Dromore, and Lee McClelland 
and some from Teen Challenge. 

The 700 Club had also sent a 
team to spend some time with 
us during the start of 39+1 
when they filmed and carried 
out interviews during the early 
days of the outreach. el

JaCk Mckee 
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e
lim Sound is the worship department 
of Elim UK and Elim Global. Since its 
emergence in 2010, a worship network 
has been developing to inspire the church 

to worship, encourage creativity and equip 
worship leaders and teams.

Alongside the development of S.O.W. (School 
of Worship) and invitations to serve on local, 
regional and national platforms, Elim Sound has 
just released its seventh album entitled ‘ONE’. 
Nearly two years in the making, this project began 
by gathering many writers together over two 
sessions in both Malvern and in London - where 
Nathan Jess, Amber Miskimmin and I attended. 

With over 90 song ideas for this album and 
input from 28 writers, the team chose the final 
tracks through a feedback process and all three 
of us from Ireland were privileged to have co-
written songs selected for the album; Nathan 
with ‘When I was lost,’ Amber with ‘Nothing 
else,’ and myself with ‘Be Moved’.  

In November 2017, Elim Sound returned to the 
studio to start the recording process on what 
is the most collaborative project to date. The 
finished album features 15 new songs and 19 
different writers and its Easter 2018 release has 
brought a collective sound from right across 
our movement. The diversity of all our regions 
and the rich heritage we share is a powerful 
testimony... we are the sound of Elim. 

“We believe the timing of this record is really 
significant,” commented Ian Yates, producer 
for the project. “The theme of hope in the 
midst of life’s challenges weaves its way 
through a number of the songs.” “The song 
Still God declares ‘You’re still God, there’s still 
hope, there’s still life in these bones, I will praise 
you’ and I Will Not Fear proclaims that ‘You are 
present in the suffering, present in the waiting, 
Emmanuel, our God with us.’” Another key 
theme on the album is about us being ONE 
church. The song One is a song about unity, the 
Trinity and declaring there is ‘One hope, one 
faith, One joy and one salvation. One Christ, one 
cross. One death and resurrection.’

This exciting new album also includes a few 
ministry songs that are strategically placed to 
encourage, inspire and help the listener. Journey 
Back To Love written by Shell Perris and Chris 
Eaton is a really moving ministry song that is an 
honest cry and prayer that asks God to ‘Help me 
find the freedom I’ve lost along the way, Take 
me on a journey back to Love.’

Purchase of the album can be made on all digital 
platforms and for further Elim Sound worship 
resources, music and equipping check out Elim.
org.uk. As we continue to develop the Elim Sound 
worship community in Ireland connect with us on 
Facebook, plan to be with us at Wondrous this 
summer and look out for local and regional Elim 
Sound gatherings in the coming year.  el
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Charlotte Curran

I went to Zumba class once. once. it was awful. 
no, let me re-phrase, I was awful. When 
everyone else was moving right I was the idiot 
going left. If the group moved forward it was 

almost a given that I would be moving backward. 
It may have been slightly embarrassing for me 
but it was a disaster for the poor, serious zumba-
ers around me who knew all the steps and were 
sashaying seamlessly from one move to the next. 
I was like a sweetie-filled toddler flailing about in 
the middle, banging into all and sundry, sending 
them hurdling in a multitude of directions like 
flying skittles. I remembered that night why I don’t 
do things like zumba… I have zero coordination. I 
was just out of sync and everyone knew it.

Have you ever felt out of sync in today’s world? 
Like as a christian you don’t quite fit? Like you 
don’t know the steps to this world’s dance and 
even if you did you’re pretty sure you are dancing 
to another tune? I get it. Our western world’s 
culture, in many ways, is antithetical to kingdom 
culture. We are chasing different goals, moving in 
opposite directions and ultimately as Christians 
we are just passing through this life to real life in 
the eternal. 

In a world like this it can be tempting to leave 
the dance floor, to shrink back, to disappear and 
just hold on until heaven where we finally fit. 
But before you do can I just remind you who 
this world belongs to? Your Father. It’s His world 
and while the enemy may have done a bit of a 
job twisting it and breaking it, fundamentally 
it still belongs to the one who made it, Father 
God. As a result you and I as His children belong 
here, called for such a time as this, purposefully 
positioned in history and in HIS world. We need 
to take our place on the dance floor even if we 
don’t know the steps. 

But this world isn’t the only thing that belongs to 
God, humankind does too. Every person you will 
ever meet was fashioned and formed by the hand 
of the same loving creator who we claim to serve. 
Maybe the way they move through this world is 
out of sync with their maker but that does not 

erase the fact that they are His creation. They 
belong to Him. And they are searching for Him.
If you’re not careful the propaganda will convince 
you they are not, but they are. Let me show you…

You won’t meet a single person who isn’t 
desperately searching for unconditional love. Not 
one. And God is love. They are searching for Him, 
they just don’t know it.

Humankind is hungry for truth. There isn’t one 
person you will meet who enjoys being lied to, 
who doesn’t feel a deep sense of betrayal when 
those around them are less than honest. They are 
searching for truth, and God is ultimate truth. He 
cannot lie. They are searching for Him, they just 
don’t know it. 

Every person longs for security. That’s why 
we insure everything. We want to be sure of 
something, anything. And in a shifting world He is 
the rock that does not move or change. They are 
searching for Him, they just don’t know it. 

Maybe we are all more in sync than we realise, 
and maybe instead of leaving the dance floor, 
the Church simply needs to find new language 
to express the timeless truth that God is both 
everything this world needs and everything they 
are searching for. Maybe instead of bowing out of 
culture, it’s time for us to invite the world again, 
with confidence, to join the dance of its maker, 
the dance they were made for. el

In a world lIke thIS 
It can be temptIng 
to leave the dance 
floor, to ShrInk 
back, to dISappear 
and juSt hold on 
untIl heaven where 
we fInally fIt... 

we need to take our place on 
the dance floor even If we 
don’t know the StepS.
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b
elieve is a popular 
enough word today. 
We hear it used in 
reference to sport, we are 

encouraged with the words 
‘believe in yourself’ and of 
course there are popular songs 
like ‘I Believe I Can Fly’ by R. 
kelly that we’ve probably all 
sang in the shower. There is 
something within the human 
heart that longs to believe. 
the apostles’ creed opens 
with the words ‘I believe’. It is 
a confession many Christians 
have repeated over the 
centuries and all around the 
globe, yet at its heart it is a 
personal confession of belief. 
Something very like The 
Apostles’ Creed was used at 
Christian baptisms as early 
as the 2nd century. This 
means it was used as a public 
confession of personal faith 
years before the books of the 
New Testament were even 
canonised. It summarised what 
these very early Christians had 
learned & come to believe.

The Apostles’ Creed is not 
called The Apostles’ Creed 

creeds established the orthodox 
faith and determined the criteria 
for books to be included in the 
biblical canon. In which case, 
we have to say that there is a 
symbolic relationship between 
creed and canon, as the two 
entities were mutually creating 
and mutually reinforcing.” So, to 
adopt a slogan like “no creed but 
the Bible” is actually to shoot 
oneself In the foot. The Creed 
makes sense only because of 
the Apostles’ teaching found in 
the New Testament and it helps 
keep Christians synced to it.

As well as this the New 
Testament itself uses creeds. 
One example is at the end of 1 
Timothy 3 when Paul quotes a 
Creed about Christ; 

“He appeared in the flesh,
was vindicated by the Spirit,
was seen by angels,
was preached among nations,
was believed on in the world,
was taken into glory.” 

Reciting creeds is biblical, 
both in the Old and New 
Testaments. Creeds have 

always played a part in 
clarifying faith & protecting 
God’s people from wrong 
ideas so they can remain 
synced to truth.

Sharing the Gospel
The two most important things 
to understand in the world 
today are who God is and 
what the Gospel is and the 
Creed helps outline both in a 
concise way. Knowing it helps 
us to articulate to others who 
God is as well providing an 
outline to share the Gospel 
story from creation to life 
everlasting.

The fact many people from 
different Christian traditions 
in Ireland grew up reciting this 
Creed gives us a bridge to 
help others think through the 
truth expressed in it. So they 
can cross over to the point 
they personally believe and 
sync their hearts to the truth it 
proclaims. 

Part of our role as Christians 
is to help others come to 
personal faith in Christ while 
leaving them space to work 
out the finer details. The 
Creed helps equip us to do 
so. It clarifies without over 
clarifying. It affirms what 
is most important, what all 
Christians ought to believe, & 
leaves room for debate around 
other details. As Michael Bird 
notes; “It doesn’t say everything 
there is to say, but it gives the 
basic outlines into which other 
beliefs can be seamlessly added 
to fill out the picture.” Our role 
in evangelism can be viewed 
as colouring in the picture this 
Creed outlines so that others 
can come to the point they 
truly confess “I believe”. el

because it was written by 
the Apostles but because 
it summarised what they 
taught. It came about for the 
same reasons other creeds 
came about, to protect the 
Church from heresies which 
threatened to undermine the 
apostles teaching. The early 
creeds helped early Christians 
remain synced to the Gospel 
and continue to help Christians 
do so. While the precise 
wording of the Creed wasn’t 
fully crystallised until the 
beginning of the 8th Century 
the main tenets of it can be 
traced back as far as the 2nd. 
Very little changed over those 
five centuries! Christians can 
disagree & debate many things 
but more often than not the 
difference between being part 

of the Church & joining a cult 
comes down to acceptance 
or rejection of something 
in the ancient creeds. In 
fact every line is a response 
to some error & every line 
confesses something key to 
our understanding of God or 
the Gospel.  
 
Walking in line 
with Scripture
Some Christians object to 
creeds with a “no creed but 
the Bible” mentality as if 
creeds are somehow at odds 
with Biblical Christianity. 
In his book, The King Jesus 
Gospel, Scot Mcknight says 
that when people object to 
the Creed he simply asks 
them what part of it is they 
disagree with. The fact is the 
earliest form of what eventually 
became The Apostles’ Creed 
helped the journey towards 
the canonisation of the New 
Testament. Michael Bird in his 
book What Christians Ought to 
Believe writes; “The point to note 
is that the writings that make 
up our Old and New Testaments 
shaped the developing creeds, the 

part of our role 
aS chrIStIanS IS to 
help otherS come 
to perSonal faIth 

In chrISt whIle 
leavIng them Space 

to work out the 
fIner detaIlS.

Pastor John FItzsIMMons 
Westport
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I
nternet devices 
that connect to the 
same data cloud are 
- ‘in sync.’ The device 

aligns itself and conforms 
to the knowledge from the data 
cloud, putting them ‘in sync’ with each 
other. Figuratively speaking, people are 
like internet devices who must get ‘in sync’ 
with the data cloud - the Bible. The cloud 
holds unchanging truth principles and reveal 
a hidden world - the kingdom of God. 
Unfortunately, the devices struggle with 
viruses, crash with corrupt data and need 
cleaning. To get ‘in sync’ with the Bible, 
Jesus says…you shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free (John 8:32).

Truth’ in essence, is a statement that 
describes a reality. To be ‘in sync’ with 

Mark Patterson

God is not the author of confusion (1 
Corinthians 14:33). The Bible has an answer for 
all of life’s dilemmas. Stay ‘in sync’ with His truth 
through repentance and be free to bear fruits 
that bring God glory (Matthew 3:2, 8). Jesus was 
perfectly ‘in sync’ with His Father whenever He 
died on the Cross for your sins. Let’s never take 
that lightly. The Cross shows us the seriousness 

of our sin and the cost of salvation. Repentance 
shows us how we must humble ourselves and 
follow Jesus. You cannot live as you please 
and expect to be happy. Staying ‘in sync’ with 
God’s truth empowers you to live freely in His 
will. The world will love or hates us. Either way, 
they should always see the truth in us and the 
freedom in our salvation. el

RE-SEt
TIME To HIT

God’s truth, we must 
first recognise viruses 

that generate a virtual 
reality of truth. In other 

words, what you see and 
hear can be a distorted version 

of truth because Satan uses sin to 
bewitch human minds (2 Corinthians 4:4). 
No doubt, God’s truth remains truth and 
we must know His truth, in Christ (John 
14:6). It is a matter of syncing your thought 
life with Christ’s (2 Corinthians 10:4-6). 
Disobedience corrupts the mind and is 
only resolvable through repentance and 
faith in Jesus (Matthew 3:2). 

It’s time to hit the re-set button and re-
sync yourself with God’s living Word. 

Here’s some pointers.

confused about...

yourself?  
Get in sync with 
Jeremiah 17:9
The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and 
desperately wicked; 
Who can know it?

Selfishness?  
Get in sync with 
Mark 10:45
For even the Son of 
Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a 
ransom for many.

God’s love?  
Get in sync with 
Romans 5:8 
But God demonstrates 
His own love toward 
us, in that while we 
were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.

forgiveness?  
Get in sync with 
1 John 1:9 
If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Shame?  
Get in sync with 
Romans 8:1
There is therefore now 
no condemnation to 
those who are in Christ 
Jesus, who do not walk 
according to the flesh, 
but according to the 
Spirit.

Justice?  
Get in sync with 
Hebrews 9:27 
it is appointed for 
men to die once, 
but after this the 
judgment.

Eternity?  
Get in sync with 
John 3:3
Jesus answered and said 
to him, most assuredly, 
I say to you, unless one 
is born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.

assurance?  
Get in sync with 
John 3:16
For God so loved the 
world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in 
Him should not perish 
but have everlasting 
life.



exist (Ps 139:13-16). His Word 
reminds us how precious we 
are to Him, even when we 
are in our most helpless and 
vulnerable state. Ongoing 
advances in science only affirm 
what we already know from 
Scripture, that the little human 
being in the womb is precious 
and worthy of life.

We in Ireland - both North 
and South - are in a unique 
position of being one of 
the few places in the West 
where abortion is still limited 
to the most exceptional 
circumstances. However, this 
is being increasingly challenged 
by media and governments 
intent on introducing more 
liberal abortion laws. On 25th 
May this year, the South will 
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do you have any idea how 
many hairs you have on 
your own head at this very 
moment? Care to take a 
guess? How long would it take 
you to count? A quick google 
search reveals that the average 
human head has around 
100,000 strands of hair. But 
isn’t it amazing to consider 
that the God who made 
heaven and earth actually 
knows how many strands of 
hair you have on your head 
(Matt 10:30)? Not just a ball-
park figure of around 100,000 
– He knows precisely, down to 
the very last strand.

You see God takes a keen 
interest in human beings, 
as the masterpiece of His 
creation. He set mankind 

socially acceptable to end their 
lives before birth. Shockingly 
one in five pregnancies in 
Great Britain now ends in 
abortion, sanctioned and 
funded by the State. By the 
time they’re 45, one in three 
women in the Uk will have 
had at least one abortion. 

As Christians, we’re called 
to swim against the tide 
of political correctness by 
affirming that every human 
life has inherent worth and 
dignity and that life must be 
valued and protected at every 
stage. The Bible affirms that 
even in our first moments of 
life, before we are born, God 
is very much at work, forming 
and knitting us together before 
anyone else even knows we 

factors like age, ethnicity, 
morality, intelligence, wealth or 
anything else. 

The Western culture in which 
we’re currently living has a 
very different take on human 
dignity and worth. Our mixed 
up world sees worth and value 
only in certain types of people, 
where others are disdained 
and discarded. The strong and 
powerful are celebrated and 
highly esteemed. The weak 
and vulnerable are shunned 
and rejected. Nowhere is this 
distortion of human dignity 
more evident than in the 
practice of abortion. Unborn 
babies are labeled with 
dehumanising terms, such 
as “clump of cells,” “zygote” 
or “foetus” to make it more 

In  his  IMage

apart from everything else 
that He made, right from the 
beginning of time. In Genesis 
1:26 God said, “Let us make 
human beings in our image, to 
be like us.” No other creature 
is referred to as being made 
in God’s image. Not the birds, 
not the fish, not even the 
most intelligent of animals 
like chimpanzees or dolphins. 
No, being made in the image 
of God is reserved for men 
and women alone. And being 
made in His image confers 
a deep sense of worth and 
dignity that is inherent in, and 
unique to, all human life. We 
are infinitely precious simply 
because we are made in His 
image. The image is by no 
means perfect. It has been 
distorted by sin. But still, the 
likeness remains and cannot be 
eradicated, even by the depths 
of evil. And this intrinsic value 
applies to every single human 
being, throughout their entire 
life, regardless of external 

vote on whether or not to 
retain the 8th Amendment, 
which protects the right to life 
of unborn babies. Please pray 
as Ireland goes to the polls. 
Please vote and encourage 
others to vote for life. Please 
speak to your local TDs, MPs 
and MLAs, encouraging them 
to speak up for the most 
vulnerable. Let’s do all we 
can to protect and affirm the 
intrinsic worth and dignity of 
every human being, uniquely 
created in His image. 

If you have been affected 
by abortion, there is help 
and support available from 
a variety of organizations 
including bothlivesmatter.org 
and lifeni.org.uk. el
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shake
able
evening 
Celebrations

Morning 
bible stUdies

kids & 
YoUth events

speCial 
seMinars

standing firm in uncertain times

+ +

raChel 
hiCkson 
Director, 
Heartcry For 
Change Ministries

siMon 
ponsonbY
International 
author/speaker, 
St. Aldate’s, Oxford

peter 
lYnas 
Director, 
Evangelical 
Alliance NI

JaMes 
aladiran
Founder & 
Director, 
Prayerstorm

dave 
sMith
Senior Pastor, 
KingsGate Community 
Church, Peterborough

praise & 
Worship
by Suzanne Hanna 
& Alistair Ritchie with 
guest Nathan Jess

evening 
Celebrations

SUN 15 - FRI 20, 7.30PM
Dave Smith, Peter Lynas
James Aladiran, Rachel Hickson

Morning 
bible stUdies

MON 16 - FRI 20, 11AM
with Simon Ponsonby 

YoUth 
Meetings (11-16 yrs)

SUN 15 - FRI 20, 7.30PM
Led by Darren McClatchey 
& the Limitless Team

kids Meetings 
(4-11 yrs)

SUN 15 - FRI 20, 7:30PM

Led by Ian Harland & the 
Generation Next Team

MON 16 - FRI 20, 11AM

HEROES ASSEMbLE

CreChe (1-3 yrs)

AvAILAbLE EvENING SERvICES
Facilities available for parents to use 
during morning services.

shine

WED 18, 2PM
Rachel Hickson

FOR LADIES OF ALL AGES

afternoon seMinar 
prograMMe

MON 16 - FRI 20

Full schedule will be published 
in the Wondrous Handbook. 
pick up your copy at the event.

aCCoMModation

Excellent accommodation is 
available in the University student 
halls of residence. bookings 
should be made directly with the 
University. 

e:  gr.campbell@ulster.ac.uk 
t:   028 90366236

www.loughshorehotel.com 

t: 028 93364556   
a: 75 belfast Road, 

Carrickfergus, bT38 8PH.
Special rates available on 
request for bible Week guests.

JORDANSTOWN LOUGH SHORE 
CARAvAN AND CAMPING PARK
Space is limited so book early.

e: jlsp@newtownabbey.gov.uk 
t: 028 9034 0137

https://newtownabbey.
campstead.com

(single rooms only) 

Seven nights: £138 
(arriving Sat 14 - depart Sat 21)
Single nights: 
£33.60 pp per night.

Single rooms are en-suite and 
are arranged in groups of five with 
communal area and kitchen. 

ULSTER UNIvERSITy LOUGHSHORE HOTEL

SELF CATERING CARAvAN
APARTMENT & CAMPING

reCordings
All morning and evening messages 
will be available for Download in MP3 
format via our website. Please go to 
www.elimchurchireland.com/downloads

CD and DvD recordings will also be available to order. 
Please visit the main Wondrous Stand.

WondrousEbwi

Wondrous_Ebwi

@wondrous_ebwi

@wondrous_ebwi

Join the 
Conversation 

15-20 JUlY 2018
ULSTER UNIvERSITy SPORTS CENTRE, 
JORDANSTOWN
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el kIds

How to Pray 
2 mins 22 secs

LOL 
COrner

Why Pray? 
2 mins 18 secs

Mini

What do you like to talk about? 
Who do you like to talk to?

Do you know that God likes to hear you talking to 
Him and He wants to speak back to you? Talking 
to God is called praying. We may not be able to 
talk to God on the telephone or write a letter, 
but prayer is just as real as those things. Praying 
to God makes our friendship with Him stronger. 
We can tell him when we are happy or sad, when 
we are in trouble or something good happens in 
our life. We can also thank God for the things He 
gives to us and helps us with, and we can ask God 
for what we need. 

Praying to God helps us to understand 
how He wants us to live our lives, He 
will help us make good decisions for 

our future. He will speak back to us 
through His Holy Spirit and His Word, 
the Bible and our friendship with God 
will grow as we keep praying to Him. 
So remember, God loves it when you 
talk to Him!

Prayer!Prayer!

When God made the 

world He made it out of 
nothing! 

Every time 
I call to you, God, 
you answer me.

And whatever 
you ask in prayer, 
you will receive, 
if you have faith

Psalm 17 v 6 Matthew 21 v 22

Thumb: 
Say a prayer 
for those 
closest to you

Pointer: 
Say a prayer for 
school teachers 
and Sunday 
School teachers

Middle: 
Say a prayer for the Leader of 
our country and the people 
who live in our country

Ring: 
Say a prayer for a sick 
person or someone with 
a serious need

Pinky: 
Say a prayer for 
yourself, confess 
your sins and talk to 
God about what you 
are thankful for and 
ask for His help

Five Finger 
Prayer Game 
This activity will help you to remember to pray for all 
of the things the Bible teaches us we can pray for:

          Why did Noah have to tell the 
          chickens off in the ark?
Because they were using fowl language

Why should we be encouraged by 
the story of Jonah and the whale? 
Because Jonah was down in the 
mouth but came out alright!
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h
ave you ever felt like a 
square peg in a round 
hole, or that overbearing 
feeling that you just don’t 

belong? Well, I am happy to 
say that so have I! Now, don’t 
get me wrong, I haven’t always 
felt joy in that realisation but 
over the past few months in 
my walk with Jesus, He has 
taught me the importance of 
trusting only in Him.  

We will all face difficulties 
in this life and anyone who 
has promised you, ‘Come to 
Jesus and you will never suffer 
again’, wasn’t exactly giving you 
the Gospel truth. In an ideal 
world we would sail through 
life without the slightest of 
problems; just believe hard 
enough, confess Scriptures 
hard enough, ‘Name it and 
Claim It’. However, Jesus never 
promised us that. In fact He 
said, “In this world you WILL 
have problems, but take heart, 
for I have overcome the world”. 
 
When we go through trials and 
times of testing, it often feels 
like being in a dark and lonely 
place. I have come to think of 

it like the birth canal. There is 
no way back and the only way 
is through. There is immense 
pressure, darkness and a sense 
of being fully alone. I know that 
many of you can identify with 
this very intense process: Why 
is God letting me go through 
this? Where is He? Why has 
He left me? In my case, my 
first thought was, Why is 
God punishing me? I took a 
completely personalised view 
of why I thought God was 
allowing it to happen. But, 
that is what happens when we 
allow our own perspective to 
look at things.
 
When my husband passed 
away, my immediate thought 
was what had I done to make 
God take him away? If your 
view of God the Father is 
one of a punishing, wrath-
filled tyrant who is never 
pleased with you and always 
disappointed in you, this will 
be your natural reaction. 
Despite being saved for many 
years, I had major faults in 
my beliefs. Do you know 
the common case for having 
beliefs like that is, from other 

people’s treatment of us. But 
God does not treat us the way 
that people do! 
 
Despite being Born Again 
since 1990, I carried 
pre-conceived ideas of 
what God was like. I had 
compartmentalised who 
God really is. My before 
view would have been like 
this: Jesus, loving, protecting 
saviour, the Holy Spirit, very 
physical and scary and God 
the Father, angry, displeased, 
remote, wrathful, vengeful and 
unapproachable. Can YOU 
relate to this too? It is a view 
I had held for many years but 
when the Holy Spirit reveals 
His absolute truth about 
Who He is, transformation is 
possible!
 

JulIe anne CrawFord 

In hIs kIngdoM, all are

he perSevered and he 
walked beSIde me. he 
never abandonS uS. he 
IS commItted to uS and 
wantS the beSt for uS. 
he never walkS away.

In my mind, 
God sat in judgement of 
me but in reality He was 

about to take me on a 
journey of truth.



s
ometimes I wish life’s 
journey avoided the 
barren places, but how 
would i ever grow? I do 

love the times of peace and 
prosperity, who wouldn’t; yet I 
find myself complacent in such 
an oasis. I struggle living within 
society’s ideal of who I should 
be, I am rebellious by nature 
and long for the faraway fields; 
frightened by the thoughts of 
becoming stagnant.  

Recently I’ve been feeling 
unsettled, trapped by my 
circumstances, like a bird in 
a cage longing to be set free. 
What if my complacency 
leaves me unable to fly? 
Ironically, I fear the fear within 
would prevent me from leaving 
this cage. Opportunities 
unfolding before my eyes 
involve travelling into the 
unknown, through the barren 
places; beyond the map edge. 
What if I fail?

The reality… I have already 
failed if I do not at least try! 
The greatest obstacle set 
before me, is myself and I. 
We scan the world around us, 
looking for a sign, the direction 
we should travel. I’m not good 
at putting in place a framework 
that would secure my journey; 
hindered by my own fear of 
confinement.

I believe God crosses our 
paths with people who can 
teach us the very things 
we lack. I have someone in 
my corner, who is skilled at 
helping others build their 
dreams. Never before has 
anyone ever challenged me 
in such a positive way, on my 
thinking, in my beliefs and the 
words I speak. In the past, I 
felt criticised or misunderstood 
by such challenges, because 

Losing my husband at a 
young age has not been 
the only thing God has 
brought me through but it 
has been the most major way 
in which He has changed 
me. In my mind, God sat 
in judgement of me but 
in reality He was about to take 
me on a journey of truth. 

When Tom, my husband, was ill 
for three and a half years with 
a brain tumour, I had no doubts 
at all that God was going 
to heal him. I exercised that 
measure of faith, confessed 
his healing and gave thanks to 
God in advance for what He 
would do. Surprisingly, there 
was no doubt in my mind that 
God was healing and restoring 
him. Except, God healed him 
by taking him Home. We 
never envisaged that. We 
never planned for that. He was 
taken, not by the brain tumour 
but by an undiagnosed heart 
condition.
 
Four years on from that time, 
and with hindsight, I can now 
see how God revealed His 
character and purpose. A close 
friend kept urging me to ‘lean 
not on my own understanding’. 
My understanding at the 
outset, I admit, was a very 
self-centred one in which I 
questioned God constantly 
‘Why?’. I quickly found that 
the answer wasn’t coming. 
Heaven was silent. There was 
no explanation. I could not 
accept the truth of what had 
happened for at least three 
years. People walked away.

It was a monumental task 
to accept that things had 
changed, and so that feeling 
of trauma, denial and isolation 
ensued. How can you praise 
God when you are so angry? 
Not at first, I freely admit, but 
the change did come when 
the Holy Spirit revealed that 
He wasn’t like everybody else. 
Little by little He showed me 
His commitment and His love. 
He didn’t say ‘three strikes and 
you are out’ He persevered and 
He walked beside me when I 
expected God to walk out on 
me as well. He wants us to 
confront truth and He is big 
enough to take it. He never 
abandons us. He is committed 
to us and wants the best for us. 
He never walks away.

 

People may decide you are 
not ‘in the club’, being a young 
widow carries a social stigma 
that can at times make you 
feel like an outsider poking in, 

but to Jesus, you are precious! 
God doesn’t treat you the 
way others do. Look at the 
example of King David. When 
God was choosing him to 
become someone great in His 
kingdom, he wasn’t anybody’s 
first choice. He challenged 
Samuel that God does not see 
as man in 1 Sam 16v7. 

He made you so He 
understands you, and He 
loves you completely and 
unconditionally. He promises 
to never leave us or abandon 
us,  listen to what He has to 
say. He will NEVER leave you. 
He is committed to you. He 
loves you! You are important 
to Him. Learning to know who 
you are in Christ is a process 
but it is so worth it. Hear Him 
speak to your heart today 
and choose not to let the 
treatment of others, or your 
own feelings of unworthiness, 
drown out His voice. 

“For He Himself has said, I will 
not in any way fail you nor give 
you up nor leave you without 
support. [I will] not, [I will] 
not, [I will] not in any degree 
leave you helpless nor forsake 
nor let [you] down (relax My 
hold on you)! [Assuredly not!] 
Hebrews 13v5

God is always speaking, 
we just need to be still and 
listen to Him. You may feel 
out of place in this world 
but remember who you are: 
precious, called, chosen, loved 
and wanted by Almighty God 
Himself. el
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he made you So he 
underStandS you, 
and he loveS you 
completely and 
uncondItIonally. he 
promISeS to never 
leave uS or abandon 
uS, lISten to what he 
haS to Say. he wIll 
never leave you. he IS 
commItted to you. he 
loveS you!

the tree
Meet Me under

they grew out of a place of 
control and not understanding.

Today, I see my dreams taking 
shape under a tree that 
symbolizes an unequivocal 
strength from growing in 
the barren place; weathered 
by the storms of life. I know 
the success of these dreams, 
comes not from man, but from 
my Creator, who placed them 
within me. He will water the 
seed I have planted by Quiet 
Waters.

Someday, I hope you will meet 
me under the tree! el   

plantedbyquietwaters.wordpress.com 
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revieWs

stePhen MawhInney

‘I f God can take david – the invisible eighth son of 
a forgotten family – and turn him into a king, just 

imagine what magnificent plans the Almighty has 
for redeeming your life! David was a hidden gem 
often overlooked and undervalued by everyone – 
except God.  David is an example of God working 
behind the scenes in order to produce greatness out 
of you’.

Do you ever feel sometimes, that no one sees you? 
That the promise God gave to you years and years 
ago just feels like it’s never going to show up? Well, 
I’ve been there and still stand in that place.

This book is for you! I was strengthened and 
encouraged by this book.  I was reminded again of 
the story of David and how he was anointed at a 
young age to be king but wasn’t made king until 
many years later.  God was teaching and refining 
him in the field as a shepherd boy.  No matter what 
your field looks like right now, whether that be on a 
worship team or on parking duty, there is a purpose 
in it all.

This book is by Pastor John Gray about his life story. 
Coming from a single parent home, his mother 
raised him as a devoted follower of Jesus Christ. 
His life story of sex abuse, being bullied and feeling 
rejected by his father screamed a life of failure. ‘But 
then God’…an incredible read of God’s purpose and 
how nothing can stand in the way of your calling and 
destiny.  Be thankful for the field you are standing in 
at the minute.  There is a purpose.  el

i Am number 8 
by John w. gray 

MarIa gIlPIn

the practice of fasting is as old 
as humanity, but like other 

doctrines of the Bible it has 
been sadly neglected. Fasting 
is the most potent power in the 
universe that has been placed at 
the disposal of the Christian. In 
the days of the early Church they 
recognised fasting as of great value, 
but today it is looked upon as a 
certain way to the grave! 
 
So says Gordon Cove in his 
introduction. This is a book along 
with God’s Chosen Fast by Arthur 
Wallis that I come back to every 
couple of years. The author has 
broken this extremely important 
subject down into five easy to 
read and understand chapters.
They include, “Why should 
Christians fast?”, “Old Testament 
Teaching on Fasting”, “New 
Testament Teaching on Fasting”, 
“The Sin of Gluttony” and “How to 
begin and break the fast”.

The reader’s attention is drawn to 
the fact that Jesus and his apostles 
fasted as did Moses, David, Elijah, 
Daniel, Hannah and Anna to 
mention a few. We are reminded 
that many of the Reformers 

including Luther, Calvin and knox 
all fasted. Neither was it confined 
to any theological school. We see 
John Wesley the Armenian joining 
hands with Jonathan Edwards 
the Calvinist and Charles Finney 
joining hands with David Brainerd.

In my opinion this book is 
extremely well written and was a 
huge help and assistance to me 
when I first started to look at this 
subject many years ago. One of 
the main highlights of the book 
for me was the chapter that dealt 
with how fasting can help us in 
the matter of guidance when we 
are seeking to know God’s will. 
As we see in Acts 13v2, we learn 
that men who were willing to fast 
got direct instructions from the 
Holy Spirit as to where they were 
to go. I drew tremendous comfort 
from that, particularly when very 
difficult decisions and choices had 
to be made. Also, of great help 
was the open reward of fasting as 
seen in Isaiah 58. 

I highly recommend this book 
for anyone considering looking 
in more depth at this fascinating 
subject.  el

the hidden PoWer oF FAsting
by gordon Cove
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Volunteers will be able to confidently use 
this resource to teach your youngsters 
from the Bible.  each meeting plan 
requires minimal preparation where all 
the research and groundwork is done for 
you.  Designed with interaction in mind, 
sessions step into the shoes of the Bible 
characters asking the obvious before 
discovering fresh insights.  

This interactive resource will inspire 
your young people, leading them to an 
exciting place of discovery where they 
will hear God speaking.

‘whole heart’ is the new live album from 
Passion, captured at Passion conference 

2018. This is an incredibly engaging album 
with encouraging songs and inspiring, 
reflective moments which beautifully 
accomplish what the album sets out to do – 
glorify God and celebrate His love. 
 
Some of the standout songs for me are Whole 
Heart, More Like Jesus, Reckless Love and All My 
Hope, but my favourite by far is God, You’re 
So Good. It’s a chorus we might all be familiar 
with, however Passion have built an intimate 
and thoughtful song around those simple 
yet powerful lyrics, with each verse going 
into the detail of how truly good God is and 
“what Calvary has bought for me, both now 
and forever”, before erupting into a powerful 
declaration in the bridge of who I am in God 
because of His goodness. Overall, this album 
captures the essence of true worship and the 
listener cannot help but respond with whole 
heart joy and thanksgiving, praising the God 
who is truly so so good. el

lament is the newest of 
Tom Reads production of 

music. Hailing from the Uk 
but living most of his life in 
Hong kong, Tom has seen 
his music span a wide-range 
of genre’s and scenes, from 
topping the Hong kong charts, 
playing in venues across Hong 
kong and the Uk, and serving 
as the Worship Pastor in his 
Home Church (The Vine, Hk) 
releasing several worship 
albums there also. 
 
There is no doubt that Tom’s 
music comes with a strong 
sense of raw vulnerability 
that stirs the soul and points 
you to Jesus.  This new 
album ‘Lament’ is exactly 
the same.  Check it out at 
tomreadmusic.com. el

Whole 
heArt 
by Passion

lAment 
eP
by tom read

JaMes arnold stePhen Jones

Inspire is a curriculum that will take your young people through the 
whole of the Bible. This resource caters for the age ranges of 11 to 17 
years old.  As a youth worker you will find this to be a handy resource 

which you can easily share with your volunteers.

Inspire.

“Paul has a certain quality about him where he 
is able to make something that you have done 
at church hundreds of times before seem fresh 
and new... If you’re looking for something to draw 
inspiration from, this book is definitely a step in 
the right direction.”  Sam Houghton
 
Paul is a Youth Pastor currently working with the 
Church of ireland in magheralin Parish.  As well 
as spending time with his family, he enjoys being 
arty and creative, watching and playing football 
as well as a bit of computer gaming.  Paul has 
served in the youth ministry for over 17 years.  
He has a degree in Applied Theology. el
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n
early 3 million have 
responded to the 
invitation he offered 
at the end of his 
sermons. When 
America needed a 
chaplain or pastor 

to help inaugurate or bury a 
president or to bring comfort 
in times of terrible tragedy, it 
turned, more often than not, 
to him.

In 1945 Graham became 
the field representative 
of a dynamic evangelistic 
movement known as Youth 
for Christ International. In this 
role, he toured the United 
States and much of Great 
Britain and Europe, teaching 
local church leaders how to 
organise youth rallies. He also 
forged friendships with scores 
of Christian leaders who would 
later join his organisation or 
provide critical assistance to 
his crusades when he visited 
their cities throughout the 
world.

As Graham’s prestige and 
influence grew, particularly 
among “mainline” (non-
evangelical) Christians, 
he drew criticism from 
fundamentalists who felt his 
cooperation with churches 
affiliated with the National and 
World Council of Churches 
signalled a compromise with 
the corrupting forces of 
modernism. His response 
to one such criticism was 
“I intend to go anywhere, 

sponsored by anybody, to 
preach the gospel of Christ, if 
there are no strings attached 
to my message. ... The one 
badge of Christian discipleship 
is not orthodoxy but love. 
Christians are not limited to 
any church. The only question 
is: are you committed to 
Christ?”

He was a man who never 
retired and was dedicated to 
preaching the gospel as long 
as he lived. 

His influence may never be 
fully known this side of heaven 
but in honour of the great 
man, who lived until 99 and 
who influenced the world 
below are just a few of his 
memorable quotes: 

On Sanctification
“Being a Christian is more 
than just an instantaneous 
conversion—it is a daily 
process whereby you grow to 
be more and more like Christ.”

on Money
“There is nothing wrong with 
men possessing riches. The 
wrong comes when riches 
possess men.”

on courage
“Courage is contagious. When 
a brave man takes a stand, 
the spine of others are often 
stiffened.”

on hardship
“Mountaintops are for views 

and inspiration, but fruit is 
grown in the valleys.”

on comfort
“Comfort and prosperity have 
never enriched the world as 
much as adversity has.”

on community
“Churchgoers are like coals in a 
fire. When they cling together, 
they keep the flame aglow; 
when they separate, they die 
out.”

on Judging others
“It is the Holy Spirit’s job to 
convict, God’s job to judge and 
my job to love.”

On Bible Reading
“The very practice of reading 
[the Bible] will have a 
purifying effect upon your 
mind and heart. Let nothing 
take the place of this daily 
exercise.”

on God’s love
“Sin is the second most 
powerful force in the universe, 
for it sent Jesus to the cross. 
Only one force is greater—the 
love of God.”

on Evangelism
“The greatest form of praise 
is the sound of consecrated 
feet seeking out the lost and 
helpless.”

On Salvation
“Salvation is an act of God. It 
is initiated by God, wrought by 
God, and sustained by God.” el

billy graham was one of the most influential spiritual voices 
across the globe for decades. He preached to hundreds of 
millions of people, met with every U.S. president since Harry 
Truman, spoke out for civil rights and preached the gospel 
of christ in person to more than 80 million people and to 
countless millions more over the airwaves and in films. 

7.11.1918 - 21.2.2018



32elIM lIFe 33 2018 / Issue 3

M
Is

sI
o

n
s

I
t is a privilege for the Elim church 
UK to have within our history the 
heart-breaking story of the Vumba  
massacre in 1978. We will never 

forget our missionaries who were killed 
so mercilessly. Their story continues to 
inspire us to go to the whole earth with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

You can watch a little of the story here 
https://vimeo.com/167400306

And below is an insight from family 
members who were at home at the time 
of the tragedy, a little glimpse of how 
they remember the moments and how 
their lives have been impacted since. 
 

a lthough I was only 7 years old in 
1978, I can recall the events of 

23rd June. It was Saturday lunchtime 
and my two older brothers and I had 
been glued to some sort of sports 
programme which we knew always 
broke for fifteen minutes of news at 
the top of the hour.

My Mum had been working nights 
at a local hospital, so daytime for 
her became sleep time, assuming of 
course 3 boys less than eleven years 
of age could keep quiet sufficiently 
long enough!

I recall the telephone ringing at 
about 12.50pm and one of my 
brothers went to answer the phone 
in the hall.

He then woke Mum up explaining 
how there was a call for her. The 
door to the living room was closed 
once my brother had passed on the 
phone to Mum. We had no idea of 
the content of the call, so just heard 
Mum’s voice occasionally as the tv 
programme was winding up prior to 
the news. The news bulletin started 
and the headline reported of the 

What are your early memories of Mary, 
especially when she left to be a missionary?
Mary was intelligent, musical, friendly, she 
used to tell me stories, teach me tongue 
twisters.  She taught me to read music, to play 
the piano and guitar.  I couldn’t get the hang of 
maths in school, but with her help I passed an 
O Level.  She was committed to the Lord, intent 
on doing what she believed he had called her 
to – telling others about Him.  She knew that 
the Lord had called her to Rhodesia and was 
determined to go in spite of the dangers and our 
father pleading with her not to.  She understood 
the possible consequences but trusted God and 
obeyed Him. 

Where were you and your parents and siblings 
when you heard the news of the Vumba 
atrocity?
A My father had died in 1976.  My sister, Joy 
was an Elim missionary with her husband and 2 
young sons in Accra, Ghana.  She was expecting 
to go to the airport very soon to collect Mary 
who intended to visit them on her way back to 
the Uk on furlough.  The head of the mission 
station there informed her of the massacre 
and that Mary had been found still alive but in 
a coma.  They were told they could not come 
home, but her husband insisted and they flew 
home to the Uk, where they waited to hear 
what was happening.

I lived with my mother who had a speech 
impediment and was very nervous of being with 
people.  She had nursed my grandmother after 
a stroke staying up through to the early hours 
every  night and although my grandmother 
had died almost 3 years earlier, this was still 
her sleep pattern.  When the door bell rang 
on the morning of Saturday 24th June 1978, I 
was there to answer it but my mother was not 

a legaCy oF
ChurCh PlAnting

massacre of Elim missionaries in the Vumba 
valley of Rhodesia, naming the lives of those 
lost. Not long through the newsreaders 
list was the name Catherine Picken, my 
Great Aunt.  To be honest as a 7 year old I 
couldn’t properly grasp what I’d heard, not 
numbness or shock, but just a lack of ability 
to comprehend.

Within a very short space of time, my mum 
came into the living room to explain what 
had happened in the Vumba, only for her 
words to somehow echo those of the news.
40 years have passed since Great Auntie 
Catherine was, ‘promoted to glory’ and 
yet only in recent times have I tracked my 
own journey to discover that my decision 
to follow Jesus came within 5 weeks of her 
passing. I can say with a strong degree of 
confidence, that Catherine’s passing hadn’t 
even entered my mind when I responded to 
the call to follow Jesus in a children’s summer 
holiday club at Chelmsford Elim Church.

That all said, since responding to the call to 
enter the Elim ministry in 2007, my thoughts 
are regularly drawn to those who’ve run the 
race, fought the fight with courage and cheer 
us on as,’ the great cloud of witnesses.’

I’m deeply honoured to humbly play my 
part in continuing to fulfil the legacy that 
my Great Aunt gave her life for.  The Vumba 
massacre is quoted as one of Elim’s darkest 
days, yet only eternity will fully reveal, 
despite the tragedy of lives lost, how many 
lives have been saved through its legacy.

MeMorIes oF CAtherine PiCKen

only eternIty 

wIll Fully 

reveal, desPIte 

the tragedy 

oF lIves lost, 

how Many lIves 

have been saved 

through Its 

legaCy.

mAry ellen Fisher
IntervIew wIth her sIster, 
ruth anne rees
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sunday 24th June MIssIons sunday 
40th annIversary

dressed.  I was surprised to find the pastor of 
the Pontypridd Elim Church, Pastor Vidamour 
standing there.  He told me that he had to see 
my mother before 1pm.  When he returned he 
explained that Elim HQ had tried to contact 
our pastor, but could not contact him - it was 
the day of the Sunday School and Church 
outing.  I had not gone because I happened to 
have a heavy cold.  He had come to break the 
news to us before the news blackout came to a 
close at 1pm.  He told us that the missionaries 
and their young children on the mission station 
had been killed, but that Mary had been found 
a few yards away in the bush.  She was in a 
coma in hospital in the capital, Salisbury and 
seriously ill.  

Would you have any advice to give to 
missionaries leaving the UK today for foreign 
lands?
A Be absolutely sure that God is calling you to 
do this and then be resolute.  Prepare as hard 
as you can and keep a very close relationship 
with God.  Always remember that He will 
be with you through all the good times and 
bad.  He will never leave you nor forsake 
you.  Nothing can separate you from Him.

Any little memories like, did Mary play the piano 
or sing?
A Music was an integral part of Mary’s life.  She 
had piano lessons and when young she and 
Joy used to perform concerts and plays for my 
parents and grandparents at home.  Mary played 
the piano in Sunday School.  She practised hard 
and later taped herself playing and singing for my 
parents to listen to when she was away from home 
studying.  She learned to play the guitar and used 
it to sing when she had speaking engagements at 
various churches, when she and her friends spent 
weekends at Cockfoster’s Convent or when she 
went on missions to countries in Europe with 
Operation Mobilisation.  She sang solos, but also 
sang with close friends, my sister and occasionally 
me, when she sang a descant to our melody and 
alto parts.  She loved music, but the words were 
very important to her.  Her singing had a message 
that she wanted to share with others.  She 
shared her talents with the children in Emmanuel 
school.  We wondered what had happened to 
her guitar as it was not returned with the few 
possessions she had packed ready for her return 
and discovered many years later that she had given 
it to one of the national teachers because she did 
not have room to bring it back with her. el

The Axe and the Tree by Stephen Griffiths

This year on Missions Sunday we’re excited to share this 
powerful new book and invite you deeper into our story 
through the lives of Peter and Brenda Griffiths, 
who played a critical role in the development of the 
Elim church in the aftermath of the Vumba massacre.

This video is around 8 minutes and is designed 
for you to show during your services on 
Missions Sunday, June 25th 2017.
https://vimeo.com/220615432

40th annIversary: sunday 24th June
Missions Sunday marks the anniversary of the Vumba massacre. Each year Elim Churches 
take an offering in honour of the Vumba missionaries towards Be Church, our overseas 
church-planting campaign.

missions sundAy

In collaboration with Elim Sound and Richard Hasnip, 
Elim Missions present ‘A Call to Mission’; a call to 
action through an evening of worship, preaching and 
drama, to see the Church surrender to our Saviour’s 
call to ‘go to all the world.’

REMEMBERINg THE ELIM 
MiSSionaRiES Who 
SuRREnDERED all, 
inSPiRinG ouR MovEMEnt 
WITH A fUTURE of gLoBAL 
MiSSion

 a Call to MIssIon

tour dates in ireland
20 Oct 7:30pm: CullyBackey Elim Church
21 Oct 11am: Portadown Elim

M e M o r i a l
This is the 40th anniversary of the year when Elim’s 
loved missionaries laid their lives down in the Vumba 
mountains of rhodesia. They continue to inspire us 
all to live out our discipleship with Christ. In order 
to honour the families there will be the opening of a 
memorial garden in Malvern and a commemoration 
of the event in September. The garden will serve as a 
place of remembrance, an area to contemplate and to 
surrender our lives afresh for the service of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, for many years to come.
 
We know your church will want to be part of this 
historical moment. Will you help us raise £20,000 for 
the construction of this garden?
 
You can do this in the following ways:

Bank Transfer: Account Number: 32983024 
  Sort Code: 98-11-50
  Reference: Vumba Garden

Cheque: Payable to Elim Missions Ireland, marked 
‘Vumba Garden’ on the reverse. Send to:
Elim Missions Office Ireland, 55 Heron Wood,
Dromore, Co. Down, BT25 1HE

Phone: 02892699102   mobile: 07802392222 

G a r d e n

donatIon For the

R e m e m b e R i n g  t h e  U l t i m a t e  S a c R i f i c e
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You keep in
perfect peace,

those whose minds
are staYed on You.

 IsaIah 26:3


